Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 19 February 2017
Minister        :   Pastor Evelin Goh
Theme          :   FAITH that Grows with Good Report

Jude 1: 3 
Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary 
to write to you exhorting you to CONTEND earnestly for the FAITH which was once for all delivered 
to the saints.

Jude 1: 1b (AMP) 
To those who are the CALLED (GOD's chosen ones, the elect), dearly LOVED by GOD the FATHER, 
and KEPT [secure and set apart] for JESUS CHRIST.

GOD CALLED – GOD LOVE – GOD KEEP us from Beginning to End for JESUS CHRIST.

Jude 1: 24 – 25 
Now to HIM Who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the Presence of HIS Glory with exceeding joy.  
To GOD our Savior, Who alone is Wise, Be Glory and Majesty, Dominion and Power, 
both Now and Forever. Amen.

Called from unbelief Into HIS Kingdom of Light and Truth – HIS LOVE, KINDNESS & MERCY.

Titus 3: 3 (AMP) 
For we too once were foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various sinful desires and pleasures, spending and wasting our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 

Titus 3: 4 (AMP) 
But when the Goodness and Kindness of GOD our Savior and HIS Love for mankind appeared 
[in human form as the Man, JESUS CHRIST]. 
 
Titus 3: 5 (AMP) 
HE saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we have done, but because of HIS own Compassion and Mercy, by the cleansing of the new birth (spiritual transformation, regeneration) and renewing by the HOLY SPIRIT.

GOD never saves us half-heartedly.

Titus 3: 6 
Whom HE poured out on us abundantly through JESUS CHRIST our Savior.

The Scriptures are full of Command for believers to Persevere and Stand Fast in their 
FAITH in CHRIST & to Contend Earnestly for it. 

1 Corinthians 16: 13
Watch, stand fast in THE FAITH, be brave, be strong. 

Philippians 4: 1
Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so STAND FAST in the LORD, beloved.

Jude 1: 3b
To CONTEND earnestly for the FAITH which was once for all delivered to the saints.

Contend (in Oxford Dictionary) = Strive, Struggle, Compete, Argue with, Maintain (that).  
Earnestly (in Oxford Dictionary) = Seriously; Not Trifling, Zealously. 

Faith that is of GOD, is Living & it Grows with the Wholesome Counsel of GOD 

through our Relationship with HIM.

Romans 10: 17
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of GOD.

Acts 20: 27
For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of GOD.

Romans 6: 17 (AMP) 
But thank GOD that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient with all your heart 

to the standard of teaching in which you were instructed and to which you were committed. 

Romans 1: 17 (AMP) 
For in the Gospel the Righteousness of GOD is revealed, both springing from FAITH and leading to FAITH [disclosed in a way that awakens more faith]. As it is written and forever remains written, 

“The just and upright shall LIVE by FAITH.” 

GOD shows up with HIS Rewards.

Psalms 84: 7 (AMP) 
They go from strength to strength [increasing in victorious power]; 

Each of them appears before GOD in Zion. 

Hebrews 11: 6
But without faith it is impossible to please HIM, for he who comes to GOD must believe that HE is, 

and that HE is a rewarder of those who diligently seek HIM.
 
Biblical Faith that was Once and for all Delivered to the Saints, is NOT :
~ Natural faith  >  faith toward self.
~ All men have natural faith, which they exercise daily in life – in the natural and sense realm.
~ Leading to faith toward self – Self Confidence, faith in oneself.

2 Thessalonians 3: 1 – 2 (AMP) 
Finally, brothers and sisters, pray continually for us that the word of the LORD will spread rapidly and 

be honored [triumphantly celebrated and glorified], just as it was with you; 
And [pray] that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not everyone has THE FAITH.

Mental faith : is NOT Living Faith > Leads to calculated faith.

James 2: 19
You believe that there is one GOD.  You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 

Presumptuous faith : Imitates and looks like Faith.

Acts 19: 13 – 14  
Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the Name of the LORD JESUS over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the JESUS Whom Paul preaches.” 
Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 

Acts 19: 16
Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

True FAITH is Always about GOD – Faith in GOD, Fully Trusting in GOD and HIS Sovereignty.

1 Corinthians 15: 58 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the WORK of the LORD, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the LORD.

James 2: 17
Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 


James 2: 20 
But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 

True Faith Produces Good Works in the Hands of the HOLY SPIRIT > It becomes Profitable to men.

Titus 3: 8 
This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who HAVE BELIEVED in GOD should be CAREFUL to maintain GOOD WORKS.  These things are good and profitable to men.
 
James 2: 22 (AMP) 
You see that [his] faith was working together with his works, and as a result of the works, 
his faith was completed [reaching its maturity when he expressed his faith through obedience]. 

~ Abraham expressed his Faith through Obedience.
~ MOSES …
~ King David ...

Hebrews 11: 2 (AMP) 
For by this [kind of] faith the men of old gained [divine] approval. 

