Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 28 June 2015
Minister        :    Pastor Jimmy Goh
Theme          :    Blessed LIVING Faith to Testify & Witness (4)
Signs are Increasing, as in the Last Days – this Week, Heat-wave Death > 1100+, Terrorism Death ++++ 
~  All these are the beginning of sorrows. – Matthew 24: 8  
~  Prophecy by A 90 years Old Devout Christian Norwegian Lady in 1968 – All has Came to Pass.
We are to Understand the Time of the Season of HIS Hour, Saved in Calling to Know GOD’s Purpose.

~  UNDERSTAND this, that in the last days will come (set in) Perilous Times – 2 Timothy 3: 1.

~  We are to Lean Not on our own Understanding, Trust the LORD, in HIS Word – Proverbs 3: 5 – 6. 

Last Days as Perilous are Evil, the Days to Arise to Fight the Good Fight of Faith – To Overcome Evil.
~ Let the weak say, I am Strong [a Warrior] – Joel 3: 10b - Spiritual Warrior with Fighting Spirit in Faith.
In the LORD’s Strength, ‘The Battle Belongs to the LORD’, HIS Followers be Loyal & Mighty in Faith.  
As GOD’s Sons, Not Be Ashamed & Shy of ‘Who we are in CHRIST’, as to Declare our Identity in HIM.
Romans 1: 16 – 17 (AMP)

For I am not ashamed of the Gospel (Good News) of CHRIST, for it is GOD's Power working unto 
salvation [for deliverance from eternal death] to everyone who believes with a personal trust and a 
confident surrender and firm reliance, to the Jew first and also to the Greek,

For in the Gospel a Righteousness which GOD ascribes is revealed, both springing from faith and 
leading to faith [disclosed through the way of faith that arouses to more faith].  As it is written, 
The man who through faith is just and upright shall live and shall live by faith.
The Arousal of Faith of A Righteous Believer, is By Taking Steps of Faith, To Be Led by the SPIRIT. 
The LORD is not Slack or Slow on HIS Promise in the FATHER’s Gift of the SPIRIT – to Save, to Adopt.
~  2 Peter 3: 9 (AMP)

    The LORD does not delay and is not tardy or slow about what HE promises, according to some 
    people's conception of slowness, but HE is long-suffering (extraordinarily patient) toward you, 
    not desiring that any should perish, but that all should turn to repentance.
The Righteous of the LORD are Mighty in Faith, Mighty in Prayer, Mighty in Battles – Victorious Ones.
~   1 Peter 3: 12 (AMP)

     For the Eyes of the LORD are upon the Righteous (those who are Upright and in Right Standing

     with GOD), and HIS Ears are attentive to their prayer.  But the Face of the LORD is against those 
     who practice evil [to oppose them, to frustrate, and defeat them].

The LORD Loves the Righteous, their Prayers produces Wonderful Results as HIS Power Avails.
~  James 5: 16B (AMP) 
    The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available 
    [dynamic in its working].
~  The End of the World is Coming Soon.  Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers 
     - 1 Peter 4: 7 (NLT).

The Good News of JESUS is to be Boldly Defended, HIS Name & HIS Church as Bride to Be for JESUS.  

~  1 Peter 3: 15 (AMP)
     But in your hearts set CHRIST apart as Holy [and acknowledge HIM] as LORD.  

     Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks you to account for the Hope that is in you, 
     but do it courteously and respectfully.
~  Philippians 1: 7b (NLT)
    You share with me the special Favor of GOD, both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming 
    the Truth of the Good News.

A Believer is to Mature Spiritually, with A MIND of Same Thoughts & Purpose as JESUS, Please GOD. 
Philippians 3: 15 (AMP)
So let those [of us] who are spiritually mature and full-grown have this mind and hold these convictions; and 
if in any respect you have a different attitude of mind, GOD will make that clear to you also.

We with Same Conviction as JESUS, Same Heart, Same Task - to Save as Many Souls as Not to Perish.  
~   READ Acts 10: 38 – 39 
Witnessing is done by Disciples of GOD’s Truth – the Good News brings Conviction to New Believers. 

~  Acts 5: 14
    And believers were increasingly added to the LORD, multitudes of both men and women.
The Acts of Signs & Wonders, Miracles Attract to Draw many to See, Open the Doors for Unbelievers 
~  To Hear the Good News, Only is Conviction by the Truth and the SPIRIT to become New Believers.

~  Acts 5: 12 – 13 (AMP)

    Now by the hands of the apostles (special messengers) numerous and startling signs and wonders 
    were being performed among the people.  And by common consent they all met together [at the temple] 
    in the covered porch (walk) called Solomon's.

    And none of those who were not of their number dared to join and associate with them, but the people 
    held them in high regard and praised and made much of them.
~  Conviction > Conversion > Commitment as Believers > Followers of the Way of TRUTH > Obedience
The HOLY SPIRIT empowers Conviction of Believers as Obedient Followers of the Truth >  Witnesses.
Acts 5: 32 (AMP), 1: 8 (NKJ)
And we are witnesses of these things, and the HOLY SPIRIT is also, Whom GOD has bestowed on 
those who obey HIM.

But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might) when the HOLY SPIRIT has come upon you, 
and you shall be MY Witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the ends (the very bounds) 
of the earth.

Witnessing Power for Conviction to Believe in GOD’s Truth by Conviction to Turn to GOD for Renewal.
Acts 3: 19 (AMP)
So repent (change your mind and purpose); turn around and return [to GOD], that your sins may be erased (blotted out, wiped clean), that times of refreshing (of recovering from the effects of heat, of reviving with 
fresh air) may come from the Presence of the LORD.
Witnessing is A GOD-Given Task for All Disciples, Be Ready In & Out of Season to Declare, Proclaim.   

Acts 5: 42 (AMP) 
Yet [in spite of the threats] they never ceased for a single day, both in the temple area and at home, 
to teach and to proclaim the Good News (Gospel) of JESUS [as] the CHRIST (the Messiah).

Acts 6: 7 (AMP)
And the Message of GOD kept on spreading, and the number of disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem; 
and [besides] a large number of the priests were obedient to the faith [in JESUS as the Messiah, through Whom is obtained eternal salvation in the Kingdom of GOD].
As Disciples we are Compelled to be Risk-takers, to Witness by Faith as Led by the SPIRIT - Not Strive.

~  Acts 18: 5

    When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the SPIRIT, and testified to 
    the Jews that JESUS is the CHRIST.

Witnessing Power Arouses Faith to Pray for Unbelievers, with Burden, with Zeal, for their Lost State 
~  To Speak the Truth in Love, so Believers being Baptized by the SPIRIT, being Filled by the SPIRIT.

~  Acts 6: 10 (AMP)
    But they were not able to resist the intelligence and the wisdom and [the inspiration of] the SPIRIT with
    which and by Whom he spoke.
~  Acts 4: 31 

    And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled was shaken; and they were 
    all filled with the HOLY SPIRIT, and they continued to speak the Word of GOD with freedom and 
    boldness and courage.
Witnesses are Bold & Courageous to Speak Freely of Good News, as their Reborn Spirit are Not Timid.
~  2 Timothy 1: 7 (AMP)

    For GOD did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), 
    but [HE has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and 
    discipline and self-control.
Threatened Christians, scattered from Home are bold Witnesses for JESUS, empowered by the SPIRIT. 

Acts 11: 20 – 21 
But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to 
the Hellenists, preaching the LORD JESUS.

And the Hand of the LORD was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the LORD.

GOD’s Promise is to Save as many, by the Households, All in every Family, as Witnesses Act by Faith.

Acts 16: 25 – 26
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to GOD, and the prisoners were listening 
to them.  Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.
~  No Holding Back in Praising, in Songs, in Thanking the LORD in Perilous & Life-threatening Times.

Witnessing is to Save One in Any Situation and for the Whole Household, to hear the Word of GOD.

Acts 16: 31 – 34 
So they said, "Believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and you will be saved, you and your household."

Then they spoke the Word of the LORD to him and to all who were in his house.

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes.  
And immediately he and all his family were baptized.

Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 
having believed in GOD with all his household.
As the Word is Spoken in A Household or Home, All will Hear, be Convicted > Converted > Committed.
Acts 16: 14 – 15a (NLT)
One of them was Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped GOD.  
As she listened to us, the LORD opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying.  
She was baptized along with other members of her household, and she asked us to be her guests.  

The LORD can Turn Any Situation for HIS Purpose to Save as Many, When Bold Witnessing by Faith.

Acts 18: 5 – 8 (NLT)
And after Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul spent all his time preaching the Word.  
He testified to the Jews that JESUS was the Messiah.  But when they opposed and insulted him, 
Paul shook the dust from his clothes and said, "Your blood is upon your own heads - I am innocent.  
From now on I will go preach to the Gentiles."

Then he left and went to the home of Titius Justus, a Gentile who worshiped GOD and lived next door 
to the synagogue.  Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, and everyone in his household believed 
in the LORD.  Many others in Corinth also heard Paul, became believers, and were baptized.

Believers Baptized in the SPIRIT are Empowered with Well-balanced, Disciplined, Focused MIND 

~  Overcome Fear that Intimidate Believers to be Hindered, Held-Back to Speak in Faith to Witness.

~  No Restrain in Acting Out of Faith, as when Aroused by the SPIRIT to Fight the Good Fight of Faith. 
For Every Church to Grow, to Multiply – Discipleship Work of New Believers by the Matured Disciples.  

Acts 11: 26 (NLT)
When he found him, he brought him back to Antioch.  Both of them stayed there with the church for a full year, teaching large crowds of people. 

(It was at Antioch that the believers were first called Christians.)
As in the Church at Antioch, Paul took Time & Effort for Discipleship of All New Converts at Corinth. 
Acts 18: 11
And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the Word of GOD among them.

Paul & Barnabas were Bold, even rejected by Own Kind, to Witness & Disciple Non-Jews, Foreigners.
Acts 13: 44, 46 (NLT)
The following week almost the entire city turned out to hear them preach the Word of the LORD.

Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, "It was necessary that we first preach the 
Word of GOD to you Jews.  But since you have rejected it and judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
we will offer it to the Gentiles.

Acts 13: 48 – 49, 52

Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the Word of the LORD.  
And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.

And the Word of the LORD was being spread throughout all the region.

And the disciples were filled with Joy and with the HOLY SPIRIT.
~  As Christians, we are to Be Bold Witnesses 
    - Risk-Takers to Reach Out to as Many, and ALL People. 
~  As we Mature, we are Disciple-Makers to Teach and 
    -  To Groom New Believers to be Truth Witnesses for JESUS. 
