      Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 26 July 2015

Minister :     Elder Benny Suwarno

Theme   :     Glorious Ministry of the Holy Spirit - Being Bold and Courageous 
                     in the Marketplace

Review from Pastor Jimmy's Sermon :
~ A Believer is to Mature Spiritually, with A Mind of Same thoughts and Purpose as JESUS, 
   to Please GOD.

~ We with same Conviction as JESUS, Same Heart, Same Task- to save as Many Souls as 
   Not to Perish.

~ Witnessing is done by Disciples of GOD's Truth – the Good News brings Conviction to New Believers.

~ Groom Believers to be Disciples to Witness for JESUS by the Truth and the Power of the SPIRIT.

Review from Stephanie's sermon Last Week :

~ The Ministry of the HOLY SPIRIT Gives us the Holy Zeal of the LORD to be Zealous.

~ Characteristics of Zealous People of GOD:

· Zealous Attitude with Spirit of Excellence in the Marketplace. 
   -     Zealous Attitude with Love of the FATHER from the Heart and Burden for your Marketplace. 
~ To be sensitive to the HOLY SPIRIT and Seize GOD-Given Opportunities. 
~ Not to be Ashamed of the Good News. 
2 Corinthians 4: 16 – 18 (AMP)
Therefore we do not become discouraged (utterly spiritless, exhausted and wearied out through fear). Though outer man is (progressively) decaying and wasting away, yet our inner self is being (progressively) renewed day after day. 

For our light, momentary affliction (slight distress of the passing hour) is ever more and more abundantly preparing and producing and achieving for us an Everlasting Weight of Glory 
(beyond all measure, excessively surpassing all comparisons and all calculations, a vast and transcendent Glory and Blessedness never to cease !),

Since we consider and look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are visible are temporal (brief and fleeting), but the things that are invisible are deathless and everlasting.

~ Discouragement – Refers to a State of mind that occurs when we become 
                                   overwhelmed with obstacles, when we feel frustrated and lose heart. 
~ Discouragement causes us to lose our Courage, Motivation and our Hope.

~ Opposite of Courage – If you add the prefix 'dis' to courage = “DISCOURAGE”.
The enemy uses Discouragement to Wear us Out, to Prevent us from Making Progress and 
from Fulfilling our Purposes.
Ezra 4: 1, 4 – 5a (NLT)
The enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were rebuilding a Temple to the LORD, the GOD of Israel.

Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten the people of Judah to keep them from their work. They bribed agents to work against them and to frustrate their plans.

~ Dictionary definition of Frustrate = 

· Prevent (a plan or attempted action) from Progressing, Succeeding and Accomplishing a Purpose. 
· To Cause (someone ) to feel upset or discouraged as a result of being unable to change or 
         achieve something. 

True Courage does not come from Human strength. Without the HOLY SPIRIT, we human being are spiritless and subject to spiritual weaknesses, discouragement and exhaustion.
1 Corinthians 2: 12 (AMP)
Now we have not received the spirit (that belongs to) the world, but the (HOLY) SPIRIT Who is 
from GOD, (given to us) that we might realize and comprehend and appreciate the Gifts 
(of Divine Favor and Blessing so freely and lavishly) bestowed on us by GOD.

How do we Develop Courage in our life?

Meaning of Courage = The Attitude or Response of Facing and Dealing with anything recognized as difficult, dangerous or painful instead of withdrawing from it. 
Psalms 27: 14 (AMP)
Wait and hope for and expect the LORD; be brave and of good courage and let your heart be 
stout and enduring. Yes, wait for and hope for and expect the LORD.

# To Wait upon the LORD
Isaiah 40: 31 (AMP)
But those who wait for the LORD (who expect, look for, and hope in HIM) shall change and 
renew their strength and power; they shall lift their wings and mount up (close to GOD) as eagles (mount up to the sun); they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint or become tired.
In the midst of Challenges and Difficult Situations, we can learn from David, who 
Diligently Wait upon the LORD, as his Source of Strength and Encouragement.
1 Samuel 30: 6 (AMP)
David was greatly distressed, for the men spoke of stoning him because the souls of them all were bitterly grieved, each man for his sons and daughters. 
But David encouraged and strengthened himself in the LORD his GOD. 

As believers, it is important to Come and Enter into GOD's Presence, to be Refreshed and Renewed by the HOLY SPIRIT, to be Empowered with True Boldness and Courage.
Hebrews 10: 22 – 23 (NLT)
Let us go right into the Presence of GOD with sincere hearts fully trusting HIM. 
For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with CHRIST's Blood to make us clean, and 
our bodies have been washed with pure water. Let us hold tightly without wavering to the Hope 
we affirm, for GOD can be trusted to keep HIS Promise.
# Putting our Hope and Confidence in the LORD
Jeremiah 17: 7 (NLT)
“But Blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made the LORD their Hope and Confidence.”
We know our True Identity when we Build our Confidence in CHRIST JESUS. 
Not being Self Confident, but Relying on what HE has done for us.

Philippians 3: 3 (AMP)
For we (Christians) are the true circumcision, who worship GOD in spirit and by the SPIRIT of GOD and exult and glory and pride ourselves in JESUS CHRIST, and put no confidence or dependence (on what we are) in the flesh and on outward privileges and physical advantages and external appearances.
Self Confidence > False Identity > Trap  
Proverbs 3: 26 (AMP)
For the LORD shall be your Confidence, Firm and Strong, and shall keep your foot from being caught (in a trap or some hidden danger). 
David put his Confidence in the LORD against Goliath – 1 Samuel 17: 37 
“The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and bear will rescue me from this philistine.”
# To Expect the LORD  
To be Fully Trusting and Depending on HIM , for HE is Faithful to HIS Promises.
Isaiah 41: 10 (AMP)
Fear not (there is nothing to fear), for I am with you; do not look around you in terror and be dismayed, for I am your GOD. I will strengthen and harden you to difficulties, yes, I will help you; yes, 
I will hold you up and retain you with MY (Victorious) Right Hand of rightness and justice.
2 Chronicles 32: 7 – 8 (NLT)
“Be Strong and Courageous ! Don't be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria or 
his mighty army, for there is power far greater on our side! He may have a great army, but 
they are merely men. We have the LORD our GOD to help us and to fight our battles for us! 
Hezekiah's words greatly encourage the people.

To Expect Victory – Knowing that the Battle Belongs to the LORD.
Deuteronomy 20: 1, 3 – 4 (NLT)
“When you go out to fight your enemies and you face horses and chariots and an army greater than your own, do not be afraid. The LORD you GOD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, is with you ! 

HE will say to them, 'Listen to me, all you men of Israel ! 
Do not be afraid as you go out to fight your enemies today! 
Do not lose heart or panic or tremble before them. 
For the LORD your GOD is going with you! 
He will fight for you against your enemies, and HE will give you Victory.
# Fellowshipping in the Light 
Hebrews 10: 24 – 25 (AMP)
And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over one another, 
studying how we may stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble activities,
Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together (as believers), as is the habit of some people, but admonishing (warning, urging and encouraging) one another, and all the more faithfully as you 
see the day approaching.
Willingness to Be Open and Accountable to one another – to Encourage one another in the Truth
2 Corinthians 4: 1 – 2 (AMP)
Therefore since, we do hold and engage in this ministry by the Mercy of GOD (granting us favor, benefits, opportunities and especially salvation), we do not get discouraged (spiritless and despondent with fear) or become faint with weariness and exhaustion. 
We have renounced disgraceful ways (secret thoughts, feelings, desire and underhandedness, 
the methods and arts that men hide through shame); 
we refuse to deal craftily (to practice trickery and cunning) or to adulterate or handle dishonestly the Word of GOD, but we state the Truth Openly (clearly and candidly). 
And so we commend ourselves in the Sight and Presence of GOD to every man's conscience.

As CHRIST's Ambassador, Filled with the HOLY SPIRIT, we are to Witness and Share the 
Good News with Boldness and Courage 

Ephesians 6: 19 – 20 (AMP)
And (pray) also for me, that (freedom of) utterance may be given me, that I may open my mouth to proclaim boldly the mystery of the Good News (the Gospel), 

For which I am an ambassador in a coupling chain (in prison. Pray) that I may declare it 
Boldly and Courageously, as I ought to do.
2 Timothy 1: 7 – 8 (NLT)
For GOD has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of Power, Love and Self-Discipline. 

So never be ashamed to tell others about our LORD. 
And don't be ashamed of me, either, even though I'm in prison for HIM. 
With the Strength GOD gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News.

Article about Nicky Cruz – 

He was interviewed about his spiritual father, David Wilkerson who died in 2011. 
Wilkerson “never lost his heart”, did not give up nor become discouraged even though he was threatened and rejected. 
Wilkerson’s Courage, Endurance and Love led Nicky Cruz to the LORD. 
Both worked together to start Teen Challenge.
Galatians 6: 9 – 10 (AMP)
And let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and 
at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint.

So then, as occasion and opportunity open up to us, let us do good (morally) to all people (not only being useful or profitable to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage). Be mindful to be a blessing, especially to those of the household of faith (those who belong to 
GOD's family with you, the believers). 
Aflame Core Value

Sincere & Truthful Relationships
We believe in Building Personal Relationships in our Communities, with Sincere Care & Concern, 
by Sharing the Truth in Love, and Leading them to Discover GOD's Purpose in their lives.

Acts 20: 24 (NLT), 27 (AMP)
But my life worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned by the LORD JESUS – the work of telling others the Good News about the Wonderful Grace of GOD.

For I never shrank or kept back or fell short from declaring to you whole purpose and plan and counsel of GOD.
To Walk Steadfastly and Purposefully with Endurance, by Fixing our Eyes on CHRIST JESUS. 

Hebrews 12: 1 – 3 (AMP)
Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses (who have borne testimony of the Truth), 
let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, 
let us run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the race that is set before us,

Looking away (from all that will distract) to JESUS, Who is the Leader and Source of our Faith 
(giving the first incentive for our belief) and is also its Finisher (bringing it to maturity and perfection). 
HE for the joy (of obtaining the prize) that was set before HIM, endured the Cross, 
despising and ignoring the shame, and is now Seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of GOD.
Just think of HIM who endured from sinners such grievous opposition and bitter hostility against HIMSELF (reckon up and consider it all in comparison with your trials), 
so that you may not grow weary or exhausted, losing heart and relaxing and fainting in your minds.
We are all CHRIST's Representatives in our Marketplaces, who are Given a Task to 

Testify and Share the Good News with Boldness and Courage. 
