Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 25 September 2016

Minister        :   Pastor Jimmy Goh

Theme          :   CHRIST’s Bride is Ready & Prepared
We are GOD’s RecCreation for Good Works, to Live the Good Life Opened to us in CHRIST JESUS

~  But we are to ReBirth in CHRIST, to Be Spiritual within Self & Be Spiritually Minded.  

~  1 Corinthians 2: 14 – 16 (MSG)

    The unspiritual self, just as it is by nature, can't receive the Gifts of GOD's SPIRIT.  

    There's no capacity for them.  They seem like so much silliness.  
    SPIRIT can be known only by spirit - GOD's SPIRIT and our spirits in Open Communion.
    Spiritually Alive, we have Access to everything GOD's SPIRIT is doing, and 
    can't be judged by unspiritual critics.
    Isaiah's question, "Is there anyone around who knows GOD's SPIRIT, anyone who knows 

    what HE is doing? " has been answered: CHRIST knows, and we have CHRIST's SPIRIT.
GOD Saved us for HIS Eternal Plan, HIS Design & Purpose as we ‘FIT IN’, Not Custom Made for us.

The Church Design is GOD’s Master Plan from JESUS CHRIST 1st Coming to HIS 2nd Final Coming. 

~  Romans 8: 28 (AMP)

    We are assured and know that [GOD being a partner in their labor] all things work together and 
    are [fitting into a plan] for Good to and for those who love GOD and are called according to 
    [HIS] Design and Purpose.

~  Why ReBorn ReCreation in CHRIST are to Submit All Own Agenda to the Master’s Design & Plan. 
GOD’s Power thru the WORD and the SPIRIT is Continually & Effectually Working Progressively. 
~  How Effectual our Progress in GOD’s Work in us, Varies with Our Attitude towards HIS WORD.
Our Fruitfulness in this New Life of ReCreation is by our Sowing Works for GOD in HIS Field.
~ 1 Corinthians 3: 7 – 9 (MSG)
   It's not the one who plants or the one who waters 
   Who is at the Center of this process but GOD, Who makes things grow.

   Planting and watering are menial servant jobs at minimum wages.

   What makes them worth doing is the GOD we are serving.  

   You happen to be GOD's Field in which we are working.  

   Or, to put it another way, you are GOD's House.
1 Corinthians 3: 9

For we are GOD's fellow workers; you are GOD's Field, you are GOD's Building.
~ As GOD’s Building, we as HIS True Worshippers, worship the LORD in Spirit and in Truth.

~ As GOD’s Field we are HIS Community Workers in Market Places, Planting & Watering Daily.

~  Proverbs 11: 30 (AMP)

    The Fruit of the [consistently] Righteous is a Tree of Life, and he who is wise 
    captures and wins souls [for GOD he gathers them for Eternity].
~  We Plant & Water in Attitude of Honoring the LORD, with Seeds of GOD’s Precious Truth.

Acts 2: 46 – 47 
So continuing daily with one accord in the Temple, and Breaking Bread from house to house, 

they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, Praising GOD and having Favor with 

all the people.  And the LORD added to the Church daily those who were being saved.
~  They Worshiped in the Temple, as Communion with the LORD, Partaking (not in Assembly)
    Greek, ‘Oikos’ to ‘Oikos’ >  From Household of Believers to Households in Communities.
~ Acts 2: 46 – 47 (MSG)

   They followed a daily discipline of Worship in the Temple followed by meals at home, 

   every meal a Celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they Praised GOD.  People in general 

   liked what they saw.  Every day their number grew as GOD added those who were saved.
The Purchased Time is for us as HIS WORK–Man-Ship to Exercise GOD-Given Opportunities 

~  Trust the LORD Working in us to Work, Not to Use Own Human Understanding & Wisdom.
~ Proverbs 3: 5 – 7
   Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;

   In all your ways acknowledge HIM, and HE shall direct your paths.

   Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil.
~ Gaining Goodwill & Favor from the People in the World, to Win them to the LORD.
JESUS’ Parables Illustrate HIS Kingdom established when HE Came and Till When HE Returns. 

Matthew 20: 1 – 4 (NLT)

"For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the Landowner who went out early one morning to hire workers for 
HIS vineyard.  HE agreed to pay the normal daily wage and sent them out to work.

At nine o'clock in the morning HE was passing through the marketplace and saw some people 
standing around doing nothing.

So HE hired them, telling them he would pay them whatever was right at the end of the Day.”

JESUS Keeps Calling All from 1st hour (0600), 3rd hour (0900), 6th hour (1200), 9th hour (1500).

~ Till 11th hour (1700), All are Called & Hired Thru Out the Day, before HE Return @ 12th hour.

~ Matthew 20: 5 – 8, All are Called & Hired to GO into Vineyard to Work till End of Day.

~ All Called are Hired, Not Fired, No Retirement. All Agreed to Work for Daily Wage > Salvation. 
~ Matthew 20: 9 – 12, @ END of DAY, All are before the Rewarder, from Last to First to receive.   
~ Expectation from Presumption of How Much will be Received by the First, as labored Most.

Matthew 20: 13 – 15 (NLT)

“HE answered one of them, 'Friend, I haven't been unfair ! 
Didn't you agree to work All Day for the usual wage ?  Take your money and go. 
I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you.  

Is it against the law for me to do what I want with my money ?  
Should you be jealous because I am kind to others ?' “

Matthew 20: 16 (NLT)

"So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last."

Our Work Attitude will be Judged, as NOT our Seniority in Working, but our Faith & Diligence.
~ How Many Years Being Saved, Attended Church, Served & Worked in Church > Faithfulness.

A Parable on JESUS’ Expectation of How Believers Serve HIM, while HE is Away till HE Return.     

~ Matthew 25: 14 – 30  > HE Assigned 3 Servants entrusted with Resources in Varied Portions.

~ Matthew 25: 15 (NLT)
  “HE gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last -  

   dividing it in proportion to their abilities.  HE then left on HIS Trip.”

~ Matthew 25: 16 – 17 (NLT)
· One with 5 Bags and One with 2 Bags, Both Took Risk as Investment to Increase it.

· Both Multiplied their Investment Amount by 100 percent  > 5 + 5 = 10 ; 2 + 2 = 4.
· One with One Bag Took No Risk, No Effort, Hid it  > 1 + 0  =  1 (Matthew 25: 18).
· Master Return, take Account of What was the Gain when HE was Away (Matthew 25: 19).
· HE Commended Both with Gain, “Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant”, Given More.
~  Matthew 25: 24 – 26 
· One with ‘No Gain ‘, “Wicked  and Lazy Servant”, What was Given, Taken Away to be 

Given to One with Most Increase (with 10).  Why ?  Proven One’s Ability & Faithfulness.  
Parable of 10 Servants, All Called and All Given Same Seed of Faith and Spiritual Blessings.

~  Luke 19: 12 – 26.  (10 = Complete Number as Salvation is for All, Saved by Grace to Serve).

~  All Called to Serve by Faith (Same Faith Seed), by Grace of the Power of the SPIRIT of GOD.

~  What Do we Achieve while the KING is Away, to Account for the Time HE is Away till Return.   
Luke 19: 12 – 13 
Therefore HE said: "A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself A Kingdom 
and to Return.  So He called Ten of HIS servants, delivered to them Ten minas, and said to them, 
'Do business till I come.' ” 
~ The KING’s Plan is to Serve HIM, while HE is Away, to Risk by Trade with What we are Given.  
Luke 19: 13 – 14 (NLT)

Before HE left, HE called together Ten of HIS servants and divided among them ten pounds of silver, saying, 'Invest this for me while I am gone.'
But HIS people hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We do not want him 
to be our King.' ”
~ The KING Divided so All servants have Same Seed to Trade; the World rejected HIM as King. 
Luke 19: 15 – 19 (NLT)

"After HE was crowned King, HE Returned and Called in the servants to Whom he had given the money.  HE wanted to find out what their profits were.

The first servant reported, 'Master, I invested your money and made ten times the original amount !'

"'Well done!' the King exclaimed. 'You are a Good Servant.  You have been Faithful with the little 
I entrusted to you, so you will be governor of ten cities as your reward.'

"The next servant reported, 'Master, I invested your money and made five times the original amount.'

"'Well done!' the King said. 'You will be governor over five cities.' ”
~ When the KING Returned, Called All to Account for their Gains with the Seed Given to Invest.
~ One Gained 10 times (10 X Original amount);  Another Gained 5 times (5 X Original amount).

~ The Reward of their Faithfulness in Proven Responsibility, Greater Responsibility be Given. 
JESUS’ Principle of ‘Doing Nothing with What HE has Entrusted’ to any, It will be Taken Away. 

~  Luke 19: 20 – 23 (NLT)

   "But the third servant brought back only the original amount of money and said, 'Master, 
    I hid your money and kept it safe.  I was afraid because you are a hard man to deal with, 
    taking what isn't yours and harvesting crops you didn't plant.'

   "'You wicked servant!' the King roared. 'Your own words condemn you. If you knew that 
   I'm a hard man who takes what isn't mine and harvests crops I didn't plant, why didn't 
   you deposit my money in the bank?  At least I could have gotten some interest on it.'
~  Luke 19: 24 – 25 (NLT)

  "Then, turning to the others standing nearby, the King ordered, 'Take the money from this servant, 
   and give it to the one who has ten pounds.'  'But, master,' they said,'he already has ten pounds !' ”
~  JESUS as Returning KING, will Position HIS Servants according to Faithfulness in the Little.  

~  Before Eternity, JESUS will Reign in Millennium, at that Age HE Rule with Those Proven
    Servants who HE will Entrust with Much Greater Responsibility in HIS Future Kingdom. 

Luke 19: 26 (NLT)

"'Yes,' the KING replied, 'and to those who use well what they are given, even more will be given.  
But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away.”
JESUS told Many Parables of the Kingdom, but the Essential One is of the Wedding Feast.
~ Matthew 22: 1 – 4 (NLT) 

  JESUS also told them other parables. HE said,

  "The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of A King who prepared a great 
  Wedding Feast for HIS Son.  When the banquet was ready, HE sent HIS servants to notify 
  those who were invited.  But they all refused to come !”
  "So he sent other servants to tell them, 'The feast has been prepared.  The bulls and 
   fattened cattle have been killed, and everything is ready.  Come to the banquet! '
As 1st Called by GOD Rejected HIS Invitation, HE Re Invited as Many who were Not 1st Listed.

~ Matthew 22:  5 – 10 (NLT) 

   But the guests he had invited ignored them and went their own way, one to his farm, 
   another to his business.  Others seized his messengers and insulted them and killed them.
  "The King was furious, and he sent out HIS army to destroy the murderers and burn their town.

  And HE said to HIS servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, and the guests I invited aren't worthy 
  of the honor.  Now go out to the street corners and invite everyone you see.'  
  So the servants brought in everyone they could find, good and bad alike, and

  the banquet hall was filled with guests. 
All Called & Accepted HIS Invitation Came to the KING’s Banquet, they are to Honor the KING.

~ Matthew 22: 11 – 14 
  "But when the King came in to see the guests, HE saw a man there who did not have on 
   a Wedding Garment.  So he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without a
  Wedding Garment?'  And he was speechless.
  Then the King said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and 
  cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

  "For many are called, but few are chosen."

Good, Bad or Ugly are Invited Guests to JESUS’ Wedding Feast, our Attitude is to Honor GOD. 
~ One of Bad Attitude did not Put On the Wedding Garment HE Gave to All, HIS Righteousness. 
~ Philippians 3: 8 – 11
   Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the  excellence of the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS 
   my LORD, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may
   gain CHRIST and be found in HIM, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but
   that which is through faith in CHRIST, the Righteousness which is from GOD by faith; that I may
   know HIM and the Power of HIS Resurrection, and the Fellowship of HIS sufferings, being
   conformed to HIS Death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

~ Ephesians 6: 11 – 14 (NLT)
   Put on all of GOD's Armor so that you will be able to   stand firm against all strategies of the devil.

   For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

   of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in 

   the heavenly places.

   Therefore, put on every piece of GOD's Armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the 
   time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.

   Stand your ground, putting on the Belt of Truth and the Body Armor of GOD's Righteousness.
JESUS is our LORD Who is Coming Back Quickly, HIS Revealed WORD is to Behold to Follow
~ To Keep our Garments of GOD’s Righteousness, HIS WORD, to Work by Faith till HIS Return.  

~ Revelations 16: 15

   "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 

    walk naked and they see his shame."
~ Revelations 22: 7

   "Behold, I am coming quickly !  Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."

~ Revelations 22: 12 – 13 
  "And behold, I am Coming quickly, and MY Reward is with ME, to Give to every one according 

   to his work.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last."

The Sardis church was called Spiritually Dead, even with Works & Activities, there will be 

Some who has been Living in GOD’s Righteousness, will be at Marriage of the Bridegroom. 
~  Revelations 3: 4 – 6
    “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall 

    walk with ME in white, for they are worthy.

    He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from 

    the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before MY FATHER and before HIS angels.

   "He who has an ear, let him hear what the SPIRIT says to the churches."
COMMUNION

The Marriage of the LAMB to the Bride of CHRIST

READ Revelations 19: 6 – 9 
