Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 20 October 2013

Minister               :    Pastor Jimmy Goh

Theme                 :    Functions of CHRIST’s Spiritual Body (3)
As CHRIST’s Spiritual Body Filled with Full of HIS Light, we are Bestowed with Spiritual Blessings, 

To Bear Spiritual Fruits, and Endowed with Spiritual Gifts to Function as HIS Healthy Spiritual Body.
Ephesians 1: 3 - 4
Blessed be the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the Heavenly Places in CHRIST, just as HE chose us in HIM before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before HIM in Love.

As CHRIST’s Body Blessed with Spiritual Blessings, for Growth Process of Bearing Spiritual Fruit -  
Galatians 5: 22 – 23 – Maturity is by Continuously Crucifying our Flesh so our Old Nature Not be ‘Alive’. 
Galatians 5: 24 - 26 (NLT)

Those who belong to CHRIST JESUS have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
HIS Cross and crucified them there.

Since we are living by the SPIRIT, let us follow the SPIRIT's leading in every part of our lives.  
Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one another.
Each Part is to be Living in the SPIRIT, so Maturity is gained as the SPIRIT is leading in our Daily Walk. 
Galatians 5: 17 - 18 

For the flesh lusts against the SPIRIT, and the SPIRIT against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, 
so that you do not do the things that you wish.  But if you are led by the SPIRIT, you are not under the law.

Crucifying the Flesh, so Its Lust of Passion & Desires ‘Dies Off’ 
>  Living in Freedom to Follow & Obey the Leading of the HOLY SPIRIT. 
Galatians 5: 13 (NLT)

For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters.  But don't use your freedom to satisfy 
your sinful nature.  Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.

All are Called into CHRIST’s Body to Live in Freedom from Lust of the Flesh >  Do Not Feed the Flesh.
Functioning as CHRIST’s Spiritual Body >  Spiritual Fruit Growth is A Process by Grace, thru Diligence

>  2 Peter 1: 4 – 7    >  Reaching the Goal  of GODliness + True Affection of Divine Love. 
2 Peter 1: 2 – 3 (NLT)
May GOD give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of GOD and JESUS 
our LORD.

By HIS Divine Power, GOD has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this 
by coming to know HIM, the ONE Who called us to HIMSelf by means of HIS marvelous Glory and Excellence.
GOD Multiply Grace for our Growth > Willingly Remove ‘Weed’ for Cultivating with ‘Faith’ >  FruitFullness.
2 Peter 1: 8 – 10
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST.  For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten 
that he was cleansed from his old sins.  Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and 
election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.

Functioning in Freedom, for Each Part to Grow Spiritually to Function in Its Calling & Its Gifting to Serve.
The Grace Gifts are the 7 Foundation Gifts for Every Part as in Romans 12, All are Necessary Functions.  

GOD’s Grace is to Enable Each Part of the Body to Function in Its Gifting - Gift to Serve CHRIST’s Body. 

Romans 12: 6 – 8 (NLT)

In HIS Grace, GOD has given us different gifts for doing certain things well.  So if GOD has given you 
the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as GOD has given you.  If your gift is serving others, 
serve them well.  If you are a teacher, teach well.  If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. 
If it is giving, give generously.  If GOD has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. 
And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

Romans 12: 11 – 13 (NLT)  
Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the LORD enthusiastically.

Rejoice in our confident hope.  Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying.

When GOD's people are in need, be ready to help them.  Always be eager to practice hospitality.

As Each Part Matures, with Multiple Grace of GOD, is Not to Serve ‘Self’ but Serve as GOD’s Steward.

1 Peter 4: 10

As each one has received a Gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the Manifold Grace of GOD.

All 7 ‘Grace’ Foundational Gifts (Romans 12) are to Function as Placed by the LORD in HIS Body to serve: 
1.  Prophecy  - To Motivate Others;  ‘Never’ to tear down Others. Not own opinions or personal conviction.
                  -  2 Peter 1: 20; 2 Timothy 4: 2
2.  Serving        - To Serve Practical Needs of Body.  Servant-hood Attitude of JESUS – Philippians 2: 5, 7.  
3.  Teaching      - To Teach the Truth Systematically & Test New Truths. – 2 Timothy 2: 15; 4: 13 
4.  Exhortation  - To Encourage Positively, Lovingly, Realistically, Biblically.  Barnabas – Encourager.    
5.  Giving           - To Give Willingly, Cheerfully of ‘Self’ not just in Finance – ‘Blessing’ to Motivate others.  
6.  Organizing    - To Organize Activities, Events, Resources, People to Achieve GOD’s Goals – Nehemiah.
7.  Mercy            - To Show Mercy to Afflicted, Distressed, Emotionally Hurt. – Romans 12: 8, Matthew 5: 9.

Ephesians 4: 15 - 16 (NLT) 
Instead, we will speak the Truth in Love, growing in every way more and more like CHRIST, Who is the HEAD 
of HIS Body, the church.

HE makes the whole Body fit together perfectly.  As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole Body is healthy and growing and full of Love.
CHRIST’s Body is Endowed with 9 Spiritual Gifts by the SPIRIT to Function for the Support for the Strength & Growth of Every Part of CHRIST’s Spiritual Body.
1 Corinthians 12: 11 – 14 (Amplified)
All these [gifts, achievements, abilities] are inspired and brought to pass by one and the same [Holy] SPIRIT, 
Who apportions to each person individually [exactly] as HE chooses.

For just as the Body is a unity and yet has many parts, and all the parts, though many, form [only] one Body, 
so it is with CHRIST (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

For by [means of the personal agency of] one Holy] SPIRIT we were all, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, baptized [and by baptism united together] into One Body, and all made to drink of One [Holy] SPIRIT.

For the body does not consist of one limb or organ but of many.

We must Understand as CHRIST’s Body, All are Baptized by the ONE SPIRIT of GOD into Same Body. 

Same SPIRIT of GOD Chooses  >  Various Gifts for Each Part of CHRIST’s Body.
1 Corinthians 12: 1, 4 - 7 (Amplified)
NOW ABOUT the spiritual gifts (the special endowments of supernatural energy), brethren, 
I do not want you to be misinformed.

Now there are distinctive varieties and distributions of endowments (gifts, extraordinary powers distinguishing certain Christians, due to the Power of divine grace operating in their souls by the Holy SPIRIT) 

and they vary, but the [Holy] SPIRIT remains the same.

And there are distinctive varieties of service and ministration, but it is the same LORD [Who is served].

And there are distinctive varieties of operation [of working to accomplish things], but it is the same GOD 
Who inspires and energizes them all in all.

But to each one is given the manifestation of the [Holy] SPIRIT [the evidence, the spiritual illumination 
of the SPIRIT] for good and profit.
Diversities of Gifts    >    Distinctive Differences in Administration  >    Diversities of Operations. 
Distribution of Gifts  >   Distributer of Gifts by the LORD GOD the HEAD thru the HOLY SPIRIT GOD.
1 Corinthians 12: 11 (NLT)
It is the One and Only SPIRIT Who distributes all these gifts.  HE alone decides which Gift each person 
should have.

All Living & Walking in the SPIRIT, No Longer in the Flesh, will be Led by the SPIRIT to Receive HIS Gift.  
1 Corinthians 12: 8 – 10 (Amplified)
To one is given in and through the [Holy] SPIRIT [the power to speak] a message of wisdom, and 
to another [the power to express] a word of knowledge and understanding according to the same [Holy] SPIRIT;

to another [wonder-working] faith by the same [Holy] SPIRIT, 
to another the extraordinary powers of healing by the one SPIRIT;

to another the working of miracles, to another prophetic insight (the gift of interpreting the Divine Will and purpose); 
to another the ability to discern and distinguish between [the utterances of true] spirits [and false ones], 
to another various kinds of [unknown] tongues, 
to another the ability to interpret [such] tongues.

The Spiritual Gifts are to Edify the Body in Love for Each Part, in Unity in Spirit & Mind to Function as HIS.
1 Corinthians 12: 22 – 27 (NLT)

In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most necessary.  
And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care.  
So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen,
while the more honorable parts do not require this special care.  
So GOD has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity.

This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other.  
If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad.  
All of you together are CHRIST's Body, and each of you is a part of it.

1 Corinthians 12: 31 (Amplified)
Now you [collectively] are CHRIST's Body and [individually] you are members of it, each part severally and 
distinct [each with his own place and function].  But earnestly desire and zealously cultivate the greatest and 

best gifts and graces (the higher gifts and the choicest graces).  And yet I will show you a still more excellent way [one that is better by far and the highest of them all - Love].
As the LORD Chooses & the HOLY SPIRIT Distribute the Gifting, our Compelling Force is HIS Love. 
1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 3 (Amplified)
IF I [can] speak in the tongues of men and [even] of angels, but have not love (that reasoning, intentional, 
spiritual devotion such as is inspired by GOD's Love for and in us), I am only a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers (the gift of interpreting the Divine Will and purpose), and understand all the secret truths and mysteries and possess all knowledge, and if I have [sufficient] faith so that I can remove mountains, 
but have not love (GOD's Love in me) I am nothing (a useless nobody). Even if I dole out all that I have 
[to the poor in providing] food, and if I surrender my body to be burned or in order that I may glory, 
but have not love (GOD's Love in me), I gain nothing.

All Spiritual Gifts will End Up without Gain & Profit for GOD, without HIS Love as the Motivational Force.
A Church Lives in Truth in Love, in Unity of Heart & Mind, in Harmony & Peace, the LORD Commands
HIS Anointing to flow from HIM the HEAD upon HIS Whole Body to Each Part, Be Blessed & Each Gifted.

Psalms 133: 1 (NKJ), 1 - 3 (NLT)
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity !

How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony !

For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron's head, that 
ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe.

Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon that falls on the mountains of Zion. 
And there the LORD has pronounced HIS Blessing, even life everlasting.
~  Are you A Willing Part & Vessel in GOD’s Hand ?

~  Are you A Trustworthy Vessel, Set Apart but yet A Part of HIS Body ?

~  Are you Fully Surrendered to HIS Will & HIS Plan, to Be UseFull for the LORD ?
