Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 19 January 2014

Minister            :    Elder Benny Suwarno
Theme              :    Be Conquerors in CHRIST’s Love (3) 

Last two weeks we've learned from Pastor Jimmy & Marini that, 
As GOD's Church, we are called to be CHRIST's Soldiers with Winning Attitude in every battle. 
As CHRIST’s Soldiers, we have the Conquering Spirit – 
Overcoming fear of death & fear of being rejected & alone.

Romans 8: 37 – 39 (NLT) 
No, despite all these things, Overwhelming Victory is ours through CHRIST, who Loved us. 
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from GOD's Love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither our fear for today nor our worries about tomorrow – 
not even the powers of hell can seperate us from GOD's Love. 
No power in the sky above or in the earth below – Indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able 
to separate us from the Love of GOD that is revealed in CHRIST JESUS our LORD.

Romans 8: 37 (AMP)
Yet amid all these things we are more than conquerors and gain a surpassing victory through HIM 
Who loved us.

There are battles to overcome before one can be called conqueror.
There are battles (issues of life) that might come against us.
GOD Who called us is Faithful. HE allow battles for a purpose. 
We will not know or experience how Faithful GOD is if we do not face battles & 
how GOD can Lead us in Victory.

John 16: 33 (AMP) 
I have told you these things, so that in ME you may have (perfect) peace and confidence. 
In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress and frustration, 
be of good cheer (take courage, be confident, certain, undaunted ) for I have overcome the world 
(I have deprived it of power to harm) you and have conquered it for you.

1 John 5: 4 – 5 (AMP) 
For whatever is born of GOD is victorious over the world and this is the victory that conquers the world, even our faith.
Who is it that is victorious over (that conquers) the world but he who believes that JESUS is the 
SON of GOD (who adheres to, trusts in and relies on that fact)?

As CHRIST's Soldiers, we are not to be ashamed of our GOD & our identity. 
We are to overcome the fear of being ashamed.

1 Peter 4: 12 – 16 
Dear friends, don't be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were happening to you. 
Instead, be very glad – for these trials make you partners with CHRIST in HIS suffering, 
so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing HIS Glory when it is revealed to all the world. 
So be happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the Glorious Spirit of GOD 
rests upon you. 

If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people's affairs. But it is NO SHAME to suffer for being a Christian. 
Praise GOD for the privilege of being called by HIS Name! 

As CHRIST's Soldiers, it is a privilege to be called by HIS Name.
Apostle Paul continued to encourage & remind all Christians to be Bold and NEVER be Ashamed.

~ As CHRIST's Soldiers, we are NOT to be Ashamed of our Identity in HIM.

Philippians 2: 20 (NLT) 
For I fully expect and hope that I will NEVER BE ASHAMED, but that I will continue to be bold 
for CHRIST, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to CHRIST.

~ As CHRIST's Soldiers, we are not to be Ashamed of the Good News of CHRIST.

Romans 1: 16
For I am NOT ASHAMED of the Good News of CHRIST, for it is the Power of GOD for salvation 
for everyone who believes, for the Jews first and also for the Greek.

2 Timothy 1: 8, 12 (NLT) 
So never be ashamed to tell others about our LORD. And don't be ashamed of me, either, 
even though I'm in prison for HIM. 
With the strength GOD gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News.
That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the One in Whom I trust, and I am sure that HE is able to guard what I have entrusted to HIM until the day of HIS Return.

The word "ASHAMED" in Dictionary:
~ Feeling shame, distressed or embarrassed by feeling of guilt, foolishness or disgrace. 
~ Unwilling or restrained because of FEAR of shame, humiliation, ridicule & disapproval.

What are the causes of being ashamed of the LORD & the Good News?
PRIDE / FALSE HUMILITY
~ Fear of losing reputation
~ Fear what people will think or say

Proverbs 11: 2 
When pride comes, then comes shame. But with the humble is wisdom. 

False Humility – Embarrassed to speak up, to witness / testify for the LORD because of 
Fear of losing reputation.

To be Victorious as CHRIST's Soldiers, we are to Humble ourselves as CHRIST humbled Himself & made Himself of no reputation.

Philippians 2: 5 – 8 
Let this mind be in you which was also in CHRIST JESUS, who being in the form of GOD, 
did not consider it robbery to be equal with GOD, but made HIMSelf of NO REPUTATION, 
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
And being found in appearance as a man, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

GOD will give grace to those who are humble, to those who do not think highly of themselves.

Romans 12: 3 (AMP) 
For by the Grace (unmerited favor of GOD) given to me I warn everyone among you not to estimate or think of himself more highly than he ought (not to have an exaggerated opinion of his own importance), but to rate his ability with sober judgement, each according to the degree of faith apportioned by GOD 
to him.

GUILT CONSCIENCE
~ Guilt – makes us feel dirty, unworthy; robs us of our faith and confidence in CHRIST JESUS.
~ Guilt is cultivated when we continually allow ourselves to dwell & think about how badly we've  
   messed up, our past & the sins committed.

As CHRIST's Soldiers, we are not to doubt that we are forgiven, cleansed & washed 
from our sins, so we can serve HIM and live Victoriously.

Titus 2: 14 (NLT) 
HE gave HIS life to free us from every kind of sin, to CLEANSE us, and to make us HIS very Own people, totally committed to doing good deeds.

Hebrews 9: 14
How much more shall the Blood of CHRIST, who through the Eternal SPIRIT offered Himself 
without spot to GOD, purge your conscience from deadworks to serve the Living GOD?

Romans 8: 1
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in CHRIST JESUS, 
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Hebrews 12: 1 – 2 (AMP) 
Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses (who have borne 
testimony to the Truth), let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, 
and let us run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of race that is set before us.
Looking away (from all that will distract) to JESUS, who is the Leader and the Source of our Faith 
(giving the first incentive for our belief) and is also its Finisher (bringing it to maturity and perfection). 
HE, for the joy (of obtaining the prize) that was set before HIM, endured the Cross, 
DESPISING and IGNORING the SHAME, and is now Seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of GOD.

Read 2 Chronicles 20: 1 – 20 
We can learn from King Jehoshaphat what he did when he faced the battle & how he overcame the fear of shame.

1. He set himself to seek the LORD.
    Verse 3 – And Jehoshaphat feared and set himself to seek the LORD and proclaimed a fast   
                     throughout all Judah.

Question: As CHRIST's Soldiers, who do we seek first for help when we face battle?

Hebrews 4: 14 – 16 (NLT) 
So then, since we have a Great High Priest who has entered heaven, JESUS the SON of GOD, 
let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, 
for HE faced all of the same testings we do, yet HE did not sin. 
So let us come boldly to the Throne of our Gracious GOD. There we will receive HIS Mercy, 
and WE WILL FIND GRACE TO HELP US WHEN WE NEED IT MOST.

2. He set his eyes upon the LORD. 
    Verse 12 – "O our GOD, will YOU not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude 
                        that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon YOU".

Question: As CHRIST's Soldiers, what are we focusing on when we face battle?

King Jehoshaphat's focus was not upon himself or his resources, 
But his eyes were upon the LORD.
He focused upon the LORD by declaring the LORD's Faithfullness & HIS Promises (v6 – 9, 15, 17).
He received the word from the LORD & was reminded twice not to be afraid or dismayed because of the great multitude, for the battle is not his’ but GOD's. 

As CHRIST's Soldiers, our Focus and Confidence should be in the LORD & 
in what HE has done for us.

Philippians 3: 3b (NLT) 
We rely on what CHRIST JESUS has done for us. We put no confidence in human effort.

2 Corinthians 1: 8 – 10 
For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethen, of our trouble which came to us in Asia, 
that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even to life. 
Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in GOD 
Who raises the dead, Who delivered us from so great a death and does deliver us, 
in Who we trust that HE will still deliver us.

Hebrews 13: 8
JESUS CHRIST is the same yesterday, today and forever. 

As CHRIST's Soldiers, we are not to focus on our past mistakes/ failures. 

Philippians 3: 12 – 14 (NLT) 
I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which CHRIST JESUS first possessed me. 
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: 
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which GOD, through CHRIST JESUS, is calling us.   

3. He humbled himself as a king.
    Verse 18 – And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the 
                      inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.

Proverbs 29: 23
A man's pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain honor. 
1 Peter 5: 6 – 7 (AMP) 
Therefore humble yourselves (demote, lower yourselves in your own estimation) under the Mighty Hand of GOD, that in due time HE may exalt you. 
Casting the whole of your care (all your anxieties, all your worries, all your concerns, once and for all) 
on HIM, for HE cares for you affectionately and cares about you watchfully. 


4. He sang Praises to the LORD. 
    Verse 21 – 22 – And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should 
                               sing to the LORD and who should praise the beauty of HIS Holiness, 
                               as they went out before the army and were saying: 
                               "Praise the LORD, For HIS mercy endures forever."
                               Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the 
                               people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah and 
                               they were defeated.

One of the most important keys for CHRIST’s Soldiers to be Victorious when facing battles, 
Is to Offer Praises to the LORD at ALL times, No matter what the condition or circumstances 
that surround us are. 
Question: What comes out from our mouth when we face the battle?

Praises bring Victory.
In Psalms 34: 1, David declared, 
"I will bless the LORD at ALL TIMES, HIS Praise shall continually be in my mouth.”

Hebrews 13: 15
Therefore by HIM let us CONTINUALLY offer the sacrifice of praise to GOD, that is the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to HIS Name.

Habakkuk 3: 17 – 19 (AMP)
Though the fig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit on the vines, 
(though) the product of the olive fails and the fields yield no food, 
though the flock is cut off from the fold and there are no cattle in the stalls, 
Yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will exult in the (VICTORIOUS) GOD of my salvation. 
The LORD GOD is my Strength, my Personal Bravery, and my Invincible Army; 
HE makes my feet like hind's feet and will make me to walk (not to stand still in terror, but to walk) and make (spiritual) progress upon my high places (of trouble, suffering or responsibility)!
