Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 15 January 2017

Minister  :    Elder Benny Suwarno

Theme     :   Unashamed – Speaker of Truth

Past few weeks, we have learned from Pastor Jimmy about the Body of CHRIST.
JESUS the Head makes the Body fit together perfectly to Grow, to Function, as to Work.

As JESUS' Body, Each Part Function from Within to Outward, Within and With Out of the Body, reflecting the HEAD in Harmony of HIS Thoughts, Ways and Will.
In CHRIST’s BODY, Every Part is to Actively Pursue Maturing in our Faith Life so as to progress.

Jude 1: 3 (MSG)
Dear friends, I've dropped everything to write you about this life of salvation that we have in common. 
I have to write insisting – begging! – that you fight with everything you have in you for this faith entrusted to us as a gift to guard and cherish.

2 Timothy 3: 15 – 17 
And from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS.

All scripture is given by inspiration of GOD, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of GOD may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
good work. 

Timothy's faith life – from childhood, taught to Love and Treasure the Word of GOD, 

by his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice (2 Timothy 1: 5).
We are to be Diligent to Guard and Build ourselves, one another and the next generation, 
by Holding Firmly to HIS Words and follow HIS Ways.  

2 Timothy 1: 13 – 14 (AMP)
Keep and follow the pattern of sound teaching (doctrine) which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in CHRIST JESUS. Guard (with greatest care) and keep unchanged, the treasure (that precious truth) which has been entrusted to you (that is, the Good News about salvation through personal faith in CHRIST JESUS), through (the help of) the HOLY SPIRIT Who dwells in us.

The Love and Obedience to HIS Commandments brings True Joy and True Success     
Joshua 1: 8 (Amp)
The Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall read (and meditate on) it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do (everything) in accordance with all that is written in it; 
for then you will make your way prosperous and then you will be successful.
Deuteronomy 11: 13 – 14, 18 – 19, 22 (NLT)
If you carefully Obey the commands I am giving you today, and if you love the LORD your GOD 
and Serve HIM with all your heart and soul, then HE will send the rains in their proper seasons – 

the early and late rains – so you can bring in your harvests of grain, new wine, and olive oil.

So commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these Words of Mine. Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminder. Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up.

Be careful to obey all these commands I am giving you. Show love to the LORD your GOD by 
walking in HIS ways and holding tightly to HIM.
Titus 1: 9 (AMP)
He must hold firmly to the Trustworthy Word (of GOD) as it was taught to him, so that he will be able both to give accurate instruction in sound (reliable, error free) doctrine and to refute those who contradict (it by explaining their error). 
Serving the LORD, with Humility, Speaking the Truth to Bring as Many to HIM.
2 Timothy 2: 24 – 26 
And a servant of the LORD must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 
in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if GOD perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the Truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

2 Timothy 2: 15 (NLT)
Work hard so you can present yourself to GOD and receive HIS approval. Be a good worker, 
one who does not need to be Ashamed and who correctly explain the Word of Truth.
Ashamed = Reluctant to do something through fear of embarrassment and humiliation;
                    Unwilling or Restrained because of Fear of ridicule or disapproval.
Proverbs 29: 25 (AMP)
The Fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in and put his Confidence in the LORD will be exalted and safe.

'Fear' (fear of man) in Hebrew = ' Charadah ' = Anxiety, trembling, quaking, arises from a distrust 
                                 of GOD's Promises and also seeking to please people and their acceptance. 
The Fear of man leads to Disobedience to HIS Words and HIS Will. 
In Samuel 15, Saul was disobedient to GOD because of his fear of man. 
1 Samuel 15: 24 (NLT)
Then Saul admitted to Samuel, 'Yes, I have sinned. I have disobeyed your instructions and the 
LORD's command, for I was afraid of the people and did what they demanded.

Overcoming the Fear of man – By walking in the Fear of GOD. 
Proverbs 14: 26 (AMP)
In the (reverent) Fear of the LORD there is Strong Confidence, and HIS children will (always) have place of refuge.

‘Fear’ (Fear of the LORD) in Hebrews = Yirah = To give HIM the Place of Glory, Honor, Awe, 
                                         Reverence, Admiration, Submission & Preeminence HE deserves. 

Fear of the LORD brings Steadfastness and Boldness to Obey HIS Word and His Will in 
All Situations and Circumstances. 
Eg. Peter and John were threatened. 
Acts 4: 17 – 20 (NLT), 13 (AMP)
But to keep them from spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak 
to anyone in JESUS' name again. So they called the Apostles back in and commanded them n
ever again to speak or teach in the name of JESUS. But Peter and John replied, 

“Do you think GOD want us to Obey you rather than HIM? 
We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.”

Now when the men of the Sanhedrin (Jewish High Court) saw the Confidence and Boldness of 
Peter and John, and grasped the fact that they were uneducated and untrained (ordinary) men, 
they were astounded, and began to recognize that they had been with JESUS.

Jeremiah 17: 7 (AMP)
Blessed (with spiritual security) is the man who Believes and Trusts in and Relies on the LORD

and whose Hope and Confident Expectation is the LORD.  

Philippians 1: 12, 14 (AMP)
Now I want you to know, believers, that what has happened to me (this imprisonment that was meant to stop me) has actually served to Advance (the spread of) the Good News (regarding Salvation).

Because of my chains (seeing that I am doing well and that GOD is accomplishing great things), 
most of the brothers have renewed confidence in the LORD and have far more Courage to speak the Word of GOD (concerning salvation) without fear (of the consequences, seeing that GOD can work 
HIS good in all circumstances). 
Colossians 2: 5 (AMP)
For even though I am absent (from you) in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, 

delighted to see your good discipline (as you stand shoulder to shoulder and form a solid front) and 
to see the Stability of your Faith in CHRIST (your steadfast Reliance on HIM and your 
Unwavering Confidence in HIS Power, Wisdom, and Goodness).

Growing and Building True Confidence in CHRIST, as Speaker of Truth. 
Lessons from Apostle Paul – in Building his Confidence.  

Philippians 3: 1 (NLT), 3 (AMP), 4 (NLT)
Whatever happens, my dear brothers and sisters, Rejoice in the LORD. 
I never get tired of telling you these things and I do it to Safeguard your Faith.

For we (who are born-again have been reborn from above- spiritually transformed, renewed, 
set apart for HIS Purpose and) are the true circumcision, who worship in the SPIRIT of GOD and glory and take pride and exult in CHRIST JESUS and place no Confidence (in what we have or who we are) in the flesh.

Though I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. 
Indeed if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more!
Philippians 3: 7 – 8 (NLT)
I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what 
CHRIST has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of 
knowing CHRIST JESUS my LORD. For HIS sake I discarded everything else, counting it all 
as garbage, so that I could gain CHRIST.

Boldness and True Confidence are Built as we place our Trust in HIM and HIS Promises 
above others/things. 
Psalm 146: 3 – 5 (NLT)
Don't put your confidence in powerful people, there is no help for you there.

When they breathe their last, they return to the earth, and all their plans die with them.

But joyful are those who have the GOD of Israel as their Helper, whose hope is in the LORD their GOD.
1 John 5: 14 – 15 (AMP)
This is the (remarkable degree of) confidence which we (as believers are entitled to) have before HIM; that if we ask anything according to HIS Will, (that is, consistent with HIS Plan and Purpose) HE hears us. And if we know (for a fact, as indeed we do) that HE hears and listens to us in whatever we ask, 
we (also) know (with settled and absolute knowledge) that we have (granted to us) the requests which we have asked from HIM.
Having the Right Focus by Fixing our Eyes on JESUS, Enables us to see things or situation from HIS Perspective. 

Hebrews 12: 2 (AMP)
Looking away from all that will distract us and focusing our eyes on JESUS who is the Author and Perfecter of Faith (the first incentive for our belief and the One who brings our faith to Maturity), 
Who for the joy (of accomplishing the goal) set before HIM endures the Cross, Disregarding the Shame and Sat Down at the Right Hand of the Throne of GOD (revealing HIS Deity, HIS Authority, and the Completion of HIS Work).
Colossians 3: 1 – 2 (NKJ / MSG)
If then you were raised with CHRIST, seek those things which are above, where CHRIST is, 
Sitting at the Right Hand of GOD. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with CHRIST, act like it. 
Pursue the things over which CHRIST presides. Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, 
absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up and be alert to what is going on 
around CHRIST - that's where the action is. See things from HIS Perspective.
Representatives of CHRIST who are not ashamed to Speak the Truth and Bringing as Many to HIM. 
2 Corinthians 5: 11a, 20 (AMP)
Therefore, since we know the fear of the LORD (and understand the importance of obedience and worship), we persuade people (to be reconciled to HIM).

So we are ambassadors for CHRIST, as though GOD were making HIS appeal through us, 
we (as CHRIST's Representatives) plead with you on behalf of CHRIST to be reconciled to GOD.

2 Corinthians 4: 13 (AMP)
Yet we have the same Spirit of Faith as he had, who wrote in Scripture, 

“I Believed and therefore I spoke”, we also believe and therefore speak.  

Romans 1: 16 (NKJ), 16 – 17 ( MSG)
For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of CHRIST, for it is the Power of GOD to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jews first and also for the Greek.

It's News I'm most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary Message of GOD's Powerful Plan to rescue everyone who trust HIM, starting with Jews and then right on to everyone else! 
GOD's Way of putting people right shows up in the acts of faith, confirming what has Scripture has said all along: “the people in right standing before GOD by trusting HIM really lives.” 

Always be Ready In & Out of Season, Seizing every GOD-Given Opportunity to Testify. 
2 Timothy 4: 5 (NLT), 2 (AMP)
But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don't be afraid of suffering for the LORD. 
Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry GOD has given you.

Preach the Word (as an official messenger), 
Be Ready when the time is right and even when it is not (keep your sense of urgency, 
whether the opportunity seems favorable or unfavorable, whether convenient or inconvenient, 
whether welcome or unwelcome; correct (those who err in doctrine or behavior), warn (those who sin), exhort and encourage (those who are growing toward spiritual maturity, with inexhaustible patience 
and (faithful) teaching.

To See people from GOD's Perspective. No one is too difficult for GOD to save.

2 Corinthians 5: 16 – 17 (AMP)
So from now on we regard no one from human point of view (according to worldly standards and values). 
Though we have known CHRIST from a human point of view, now we no longer know HIM in this way. Therefore if anyone is in CHRIST (that is, grafted in, joined to HIM by faith in HIM as SAVIOR, 
he is a new creature (reborn and renewed by the HOLY SPIRIT), 
the old things (the previous moral and spiritual condition) have passed away. 

Behold, new things have come (because spiritual awakening brings a new life).
We are All CHRIST's Ambassadors, Empowered by HIS SPIRIT to Testify and Speak the Truth with Boldness and Courage. 
