Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 13 October 2013

Minister               :    Pastor Jimmy Goh
Theme                 :    Functions of CHRIST’s Spiritual Body (2) 
CHRIST’s Spiritual Body Filled with Full of HIS Light to be Bestowed with Spiritual Blessings, 
To Bear Spiritual Fruits, and Endowed with Spiritual Gifts to Function as HIS Healthy Spiritual Body.
Ephesians 1: 3 – 4
Blessed be the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the Heavenly Places in CHRIST, just as HE chose us in HIM before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before HIM in Love.

CHRIST’s Body is Blessed with Spiritual Blessings, in the Growth Process of Bearing Spiritual Fruit -  Galatians 5: 22 – 23 - to Mature by Continuously Crucifying their Flesh so the Old Nature is Not ‘Alive’.  

Galatians 5: 24 - 26 (NLT) 
Those who belong to CHRIST JESUS have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
HIS Cross and crucified them there.
Since we are living by the SPIRIT, let us follow the SPIRIT's leading in every part of our lives.  
Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one another. 

Each Part is to be Living & Walking in the SPIRIT, Maturity is to be Led by the SPIRIT & Not by the Flesh.  

Galatians 5: 17 - 18 
For the flesh lusts against the SPIRIT, and the SPIRIT against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, 
so that you do not do the things that you wish.  But if you are led by the SPIRIT, you are not under the law. 

Maturity in Crucifying the Flesh, so the SPIRIT Leads, as Not Lust in Flesh Passion & Desires > Freedom. 
Galatians 5: 13 (NLT)
For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don't use your freedom to satisfy 
your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. 

We are Called into CHRIST’s Body to Live in Freedom from Lust of the Flesh, so Do Not Feed the Flesh.
Colossians 2: 11 – 15 (NLT) 
When you came to CHRIST, you were "circumcised," but not by a physical procedure.  
CHRIST performed a spiritual circumcision - the cutting away of your sinful nature.  
For you were buried with CHRIST when you were baptized.  
And with HIM you were raised to new life because you trusted the Mighty Power of GOD, 
Who raised CHRIST from the dead.
You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away.  
Then GOD made you alive with CHRIST, for HE forgave all our sins.
HE canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the Cross.  
In this way, HE disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities.  
HE shamed them publicly by HIS Victory over them on the Cross. 

Functioning as CHRIST’s Spiritual Body, Spiritual Fruit Growth > 
Developing a GODly Lifestyle > GODliness + True Affection of Divine Love.  
2 Peter 1: 2 – 3 (NLT) 
May GOD give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of GOD and JESUS 
our LORD.
By HIS Divine Power, GOD has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this 
by coming to know HIM, the ONE Who called us to HIMSelf by means of HIS marvelous Glory and Excellence. 

READ 2 Peter 1: 4 – 7
More & More Grace, GOD Multiply Grace for our Growth, as ‘Weed’ Removed for Planting of FruitFullness.
2 Peter 1: 8 – 10
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins.
Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things 
you will never stumble. 

CHRIST’s Body is to Function in Freedom, for Each Part to Function in Its Calling & Its Gifting to Serve.
The Grace Gifts are the 7 Foundation Gifts for Every Part as in Romans 12, All are Necessary Functions.  
Romans 12: 3 – 5 (NLT)
Because of the privilege and authority GOD has given me, I give each of you this warning : 
Don't think you are better than you really are.  Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring 
yourselves by the faith GOD has given us.
Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with CHRIST's Body.  
We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 

GOD’s Grace is to Enable Each Part of the Body to Function in Its Gifting - Gift to Serve CHRIST’s Body. 
Romans 12: 6 – 8 (NLT)
In HIS Grace, GOD has given us different gifts for doing certain things well.  So if GOD has given you 
the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as GOD has given you.  If your gift is serving others, 
serve them well.  If you are a teacher, teach well.  If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. 
If it is giving, give generously.  If GOD has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. 
And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

Romans 12: 9 – 13 (NLT)
Don't just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong.  Hold tightly to what is good.  
Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.  
Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the LORD enthusiastically.
Rejoice in our confident hope.  Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying.
When GOD's people are in need, be ready to help them.  Always be eager to practice hospitality. 

1 Peter 4: 1 – 2, 10
Therefore, since CHRIST suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who 
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh 
for the lusts of men, but for the Will of GOD.
As each one has received a Gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the Manifold Grace of GOD. 

All 7 ‘Grace’ Foundational Gifts (Romans 12) are to Function as Placed by the LORD in HIS Body to serve: 
1.  Prophecy  - To Motivate Others;  ‘Never’ to tear down Others. Not own opinions or personal conviction.
                        ~  2 Peter 1: 20; 2 Timothy 4: 2
2. Serving       - To Serve Practical Needs of Body.  Servant-hood Attitude of JESUS - Philippians 2: 5, 7.  
3.  Teaching    - To Teach the Truth Systematically & Test New Truths. - 2 Timothy 2: 15; 4: 13 
4. Exhortation - To Encourage Positively, Lovingly, Realistically, Biblically.  Barnabas – Encourager.   
5.  Giving         - To Give Willingly, Cheerfully of ‘Self’ not just in Finance – ‘Blessing’ to Motivate others.  
6. Organizing   - To Organize Activities, Events, Resources, People to Achieve GOD’s Goals – Nehemiah.
7.  Mercy          - To Show Mercy to Afflicted, Distressed, Emotionally Hurt. – Romans 12: 8b, Matthew 5: 9.
Ephesians 4: 15 - 16 (NLT)/(MSG)
Instead, we will speak the Truth in Love, growing in every way more and more like CHRIST, Who is the HEAD 
of HIS Body, the church.
HE makes the whole Body fit together perfectly.  As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole Body is healthy and growing and full of Love. 
No prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children 

who are an easy mark for impostors. GOD wants us to grow up, to Know the whole Truth and tell it in love – like CHRIST in everything. We take our lead from CHRIST, who is the source of everything we do. 

HE keeps us in step with each other. HIS very Breath and Blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in GOD, robust in love. 
