Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 12 October 2014

Minister        :    Pastor Jimmy Goh
Theme          :    Contend to Keep the Faith (5)
We have Learnt to Contend to Keep our FAITH so as to Endure to the END - Our Destination. 

Jude 1: 3 (NKJ) / 3b (AMP)
Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, 
I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the Faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints.
To contend for The Faith which was once for all handed down to the saints [the Faith 
which is that Sum of Christian Belief which was delivered verbally to the Holy People of GOD].
~  In the Believer’s Life Journey, the Faith must be Persistent to the Destination to Be with JESUS.

~  Faith from the TRUTH is the ‘Sum of Christian Belief’ from ONE Foundation in JESUS as the SON.

~  Christian Believers are to Keep the FAITH, as Not to Be Deceived, Depart, Deny JESUS as LORD. 
~  Believers will Not Endure to the End without the HOLY SPIRIT to Bear us Up in our Weaknesses.
~  JESUS warns us the Last Days, “But he who endures to the End shall be saved”- Matthew 24: 13.   

~  The Last Days’ Tribulation - Warned by JESUS, It will be Shortened for the Elect - Mark 13: 18 – 20.  
Mark 13:  5 – 6 
And JESUS, answering them, began to say: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  

For many will come in MY Name, saying, 'I am HE,' and will deceive many.

The Enemy’s Target is to Weaken the Church, GOD’s One Vehicle in the Last Days before the END. 

Jude 1: 4
For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, 

ungodly men, who turn the Grace of our GOD into lewdness and deny the only LORD GOD 

and our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
Deception of Being Saved Out of Slavery to Bondages, be Guaranteed Salvation, End with Unbelief.

Jude 1: 5
But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the LORD, having saved the people out 
of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.

The Prophetic Warning of the LORD’s 2nd Coming for Judgment – was Given in the early Generation. 

Jude 1: 14 – 15
Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the LORD 

comes with ten thousands of HIS saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly 

among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all 

the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against HIM."

Hebrews 11: 5 (AMP)
Because of faith Enoch was caught up and transferred to heaven, so that he did not have a glimpse 

of death; and he was not found, because GOD had translated him.  For even before he was taken to heaven, he received testimony [still on record] that he had pleased and been satisfactory to GOD.

~  Reference – Genesis 5: 18 - 27 

Genesis 5: 22 – 24 (AMP)

Enoch walked [in habitual fellowship] with GOD after the birth of Methuselah 300 years and had other 
sons and daughters.  So all the days of Enoch were 365 years.

And Enoch walked [in habitual fellowship] with GOD; and he was not, for GOD took him [home with HIM].

2 Thessalonians 1: 7 – 10, 11 – 12 
And to give you who are troubled rest with us when the LORD JESUS is revealed from Heaven 
with HIS mighty Angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know GOD, and 
on those who do not obey the Gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.  These shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the Presence of the LORD and from the Glory of HIS Power, 
when HE comes, in that Day, to be glorified in HIS Saints and to be admired among all those 
who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.

Therefore we also pray always for you that our GOD would count you worthy of this calling, 
and fulfill all the good pleasure of HIS Goodness and the work of faith with power, that the 
Name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST may be glorified in you, and you in HIM, according to 
the Grace of our GOD and the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

2 Corinthians 5: 10 – 11 (AMP)
For we must all appear and be revealed as we are before the Judgment Seat of CHRIST, so 
that each one may receive [his pay] according to what he has done in the body, whether good or evil [considering what his purpose and motive have been, and what he has achieved, been busy with, 
and given himself and his attention to accomplishing].

Therefore, being conscious of fearing the LORD with respect and reverence, we seek to win people 
over [to persuade them]. But what sort of persons we are is plainly recognized and thoroughly 
understood by GOD, and I hope that it is plainly recognized and thoroughly understood also by 
your consciences (your inborn discernment).

JESUS’ 1st Coming is for Salvation, Purchase us from Destruction, HIS 2nd Coming is To Redeem us.

Hebrews 9: 27 – 28 (AMP)

And just as it is appointed for [all] men once to die, and after that the [certain] judgment.

Even so it is that CHRIST, having been offered to take upon HIMSelf and bear as a burden the sins of 

many once and once for all, will appear a second time, not to carry any burden of sin nor to deal with sin, 

but to bring to full salvation those who are [eagerly, constantly, and patiently] waiting for and expecting HIM.

2 Timothy 4: 8 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the LORD, the Righteous JUDGE, 

will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved HIS Appearing.
JESUS’ Parables of GOD’s Kingdom’s Emphasis is the Separation on the Judgment Day of CHRIST. 
Matthew 25: 31 – 33, 34 (AMP)
"When the SON of Man comes in HIS Glory, and all the holy angels with HIM, then HE will sit on 

the Throne of HIS Glory.  All the nations will be gathered before HIM, and HE will separate them 

one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  
And He will set the sheep on HIS Right Hand, but the goats on the left.”

 “Then the King will say to those at His right hand, Come, you blessed of My Father [you favored 

of GOD and appointed to eternal salvation], inherit (receive as your own) the Kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the world.”

This Separation is the Wheat (Fruit) from the Weed (Imitation to Resemble) the True Salvation Fruit.

Matthew 13: 39 - 40, 41 – 42, 43 (AMP)

And the enemy who sowed it is the devil.  The harvest is the Close and consummation of the Age, 
and the reapers are angels.  Just as the darnel (weeds resembling wheat) is gathered and burned with fire, 

so it will be at the Close of the Age.

The SON of Man will send forth HIS Angels, and they will gather out of HIS Kingdom all causes 

of offense [persons by whom others are drawn into error or sin] and all who do iniquity and act wickedly, 
and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there will be weeping and wailing and grinding of teeth.

Then will the righteous (those who are upright and in right standing with GOD) shine forth like the sun 
in the Kingdom of their FATHER.  Let him who has ears [to hear] be listening, and let him consider 
and perceive and understand by hearing.

A Believer who has been Doing Ministry for It’s Sake is Not Assuring his Eternal Redemption by JESUS ?    Read - Matthew 7: 21 – 23
Matthew 7: 21, 22 – 23 
"Not everyone who says to ME, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does 

the Will of MY FATHER in Heaven.”

“Many will say to ME in that Day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in YOUR name, cast out demons 

in YOUR Name, and done many wonders in YOUR Name ?'

And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from ME, you who practice lawlessness !' ”
OT Examples of Ungodly Believers, who have Ungodly Passions & Ungodly Desires, Not SPIRIT Led. 

Jude 1: 18 – 19 (AMP) 

They told you beforehand, in the last days (in the end time) there will be scoffers [who seek to gratify 

their own unholy desires], following after their own ungodly passions.

It is these who are [agitators] setting up distinctions and causing divisions - merely sensual [creatures, carnal, worldly-minded people], devoid of the [Holy] SPIRIT and destitute of any higher spiritual life.
Jude 1: 11 (AMP)
Woe to them !  For they have run riotously in the way of Cain, and 
have abandoned themselves for the sake of gain [it offers them, following] the error of Balaam, and 
have perished in rebellion [like that] of Korah !

1.  The way of Cain vs the way of Abel.  

~  Cain’s Way to Destruction -  Ungodly, Self-Will, Right in Own Sight, Self Effort & By Works.
~  Abel’s Way to Eternal -  Godly, Submission, Right in GOD’s Sight, 
    Living Righteous by Faith & Trust, Living by Grace.

~  Reference – Genesis 4: 1 – 15

~  Cain mentioned in NT as Being Self Willed and Malicious in his Motivation and Deeds.
Hebrews 11: 4 (AMP)
[Prompted, actuated] by faith Abel brought GOD a better and more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 

because of which it was testified of him that he was righteous [that he was upright and 
in right standing with GOD], and GOD bore witness by accepting and acknowledging his gifts.  
And though he died, yet [through the incident] he is still speaking.

1 John 3: 11 – 12 (AMP)

For this is the Message (the announcement) which you have heard from the first, that we should love 
one another, [and] not be like Cain who [took his nature and got his motivation] from the evil one 
and slew his brother.  And why did he slay him ?  Because his deeds (activities, works) were wicked 
and malicious and his brother's were righteous (virtuous).

2. The error of Balaam.

~  Reference – Numbers 22, 23, 24
~  Balaam’s Error was Self Will, Stubbornness, Covetousness (Self-Gain).

~  On hearing from the LORD, HIS specific instructions, still was enticed by the enemy (Balak).
2 Peter 2: 15 – 16

They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, 

who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but he was rebuked for his iniquity: 
a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet.

Balaam has taken the Nature of Being Self-Willed & Covetous, and Manipulated for Own Self Gain. 

Numbers 31: 16

Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against 

the LORD in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.
Balaam was Self-Willed, Determined for Self Gain, even to Manipulate by False Counsel to Israel.

Revelations 2: 14

But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, 

who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, 

and to commit sexual immorality.

The Power of CHRIST by HIS Sacrifice is 

To Break the Life Bondages of Iniquity that is the 'Way of Self'

and the Sins of Error.

JESUS CHRIST Sets us Free from All Ungodly Bondages of

Sell-Will, Stubbornness, Lustfulness, Covetousness, 

Idolatry & Immorality.

