Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 10 May 2015
Minister        :    Pastor Evelin Goh
Theme          :    Blessed LIVING HOPE (2)
Ephesians 2: 12 
That at that time you were without CHRIST, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the Covenants of Promise, HAVING NO HOPE and without GOD in the world.

Hope is a vital necessity for living. Absence of it brings Despair.

Proverbs 13: 12 (AMP)
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when the desire is fulfilled, it is a Tree of Life.


Hope – Is subjected to chance, circumstances, human ability and self.

Fruits of it – Reckless living, death, confusion...
Quote of an Atheist :  "Hope is the worst of evils, for it prolongs the torment of man." 

Resulting in : Euthanasia...
Hope has taken a new meaning for us when CHRIST becomes our Savior – Blessed Living Hope.

1 Peter 1: 3 
Blessed be the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who according to HIS Abundant Mercy has begotten us again to a LIVING HOPE through the Resurrection of JESUS CHRIST from the dead.

Living Hope – Is a Gift from GOD. 

~ Confidence in GOD for the Future.

~ Hope Rooted in the Resurrection of CHRIST.

Romans 5: 2 
Through Whom also we have access by faith into this Grace in which we stand, and rejoice in HOPE of the Glory of GOD. 

Faith – Our heavenly provision, a currency that carries us through this journey, from Glory to Glory.

No spiritual laziness for Christian Living.

Hebrews 6: 11 – 12 (AMP)
But we do [strongly and earnestly] desire for each of you to show the same diligence and sincerity 
[all the way through] in realizing and enjoying the FULL ASSURANCE and development of [your] HOPE 
until the end,

In order that you may not grow disinterested and become [spiritual] sluggards, but 
imitators, behaving as do those who through faith (by their leaning of the entire personality on 
GOD in CHRIST in absolute trust and confidence in HIS Power, Wisdom, and Goodness) and 
by practice of patient endurance and waiting are [now] inheriting the promises. 

~ Being Diligent, Setting goals, Aiming at it – by realizing the Assurance of Hope.

~ Imitating those who are Faithful – Those who keep on Loving and Satisfied with the LORD as 
   they journeyed, Looking Forward with Hope in the Greatness of HIS Promises and Glory.

We have to Grow Up.
E.g Andrew Chan grew more than many who sat in church… 
1 Corinthians 13: 11 – 12 (AMP)
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
now that I have become a man, I am done with childish ways and have put them aside. 

For now we are looking in a mirror that gives only a dim (blurred) reflection [of reality as in a riddle or enigma], but then [when perfection comes] we shall see in reality and face to face! 
Now I know in part (imperfectly), but then I shall know and understand fully and clearly, 
even in the same manner as I have been fully and clearly known and understood [by GOD]. 

Old Mindset – Hinders one from Growth and Receiving from GOD.

1 Peter 1: 13
Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your HOPE fully upon the Grace that is 
to be brought to you at the Revelation of JESUS CHRIST. 


1 Peter 1: 14
As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance.

Matthew 9: 16 – 17 
No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and 
the tear is made worse. 
Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and 
the wineskins are ruined. 
But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

The Apostles Focused a lot on the Believers’ Mind and Attitudes.

Romans 12: 2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of GOD. 

What is HE wanting to do right now...
Colossians 3: 1 – 2 
If then you were raised with CHRIST, seek those things which are above, where CHRIST is, 
sitting at the Right Hand of GOD.  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

You will have the Mind of CHRIST. 
What is important to HIM ? ...

1 Peter 1: 4 – 5 
To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

who are kept by the Power of GOD through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Strength to Face Challenges, and Continuous Spiritual Growth. 
Romans 5: 3 – 4 
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 

And perseverance, character; and character, HOPE. 

Resulting in Peace, Access to HIS Boundless Grace, Having Definite Hope. 
Romans 5: 5
Now HOPE does not disappoint, because the Love of GOD has been poured out in our hearts by the 
HOLY SPIRIT Who was given to us. 

Romans 8: 24 – 25 
For we were saved in this HOPE, but HOPE that is seen is not HOPE; 
for why does one still HOPE for what he sees? 

But if we HOPE for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

1 Peter 1: 15
But as HE Who called you is Holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.

1 Corinthians 13: 13

And now abide Faith, HOPE, Love, these three; but the greatest of these is Love.
Our Part :

Matthew 5: 29 – 30 
If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that 
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 

And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 

GOD's Part :

2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 5 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in GOD for pulling down strongholds, 
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of GOD,  
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of CHRIST.

Proverbs 12: 25
Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good word makes it glad. 

As we partake of HIM, we will be Able to See that GOD is Moving and 
What HE wants to do in our community, 
Colossians 1: 27 – 29 
To them GOD willed to make known what are the Riches of the Glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is CHRIST in you, the HOPE of Glory. 

HIM we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in CHRIST JESUS. 

To this end I also labor, striving according to HIS Working which works in me Mightily.

Paul labored, motivated by his love for the LORD and his hope that is in HIM.
No longer a relationship of Getting, Fixing, Needing Help – 
although these are part of our relationship with HIM.

GOD's Body > GOD Kingdom Minded.

1 Corinthians 12: 12 
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body, so also is CHRIST. 

1 Corinthians 12: 14
For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

1 Corinthians 15: 19
If in this life only we have hope in CHRIST, we are of all men the most pitiable. 

Revelations 22: 14 – 15 
Blessed are those who do HIS Commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and 
may enter through the gates into the city. 

But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and 
whoever loves and practices a lie. 

Revelation 21: 3 – 5 
And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of GOD is with men, and 
HE will dwell with them, and they shall be HIS people. GOD Himself will be with them and be their GOD. 
And GOD will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Then HE who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And HE said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 

Revelation 21: 8
“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

