Aflame Community Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 09 December 2012

Minister
:    Elder Benny Suwarno

Theme            :    In CHRIST – Impacting our Communities
In the past weeks, we have learnt about Living Victoriously by Faith preached by Pastor Jimmy.

Last week, Marini preached about the Love of CHRIST. 
We as GOD’s Church are Compelled by the Love of CHRIST to live Passionately and Victoriously for HIS Purpose, to save as many lives for the Glory of GOD.

2 Corinthians 5: 14a (NKJ), 14b – 15 (NLT)

For the love of CHRIST compels us, 

Since we believe that CHRIST died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old life.

HE died for everyone so that those who receive HIS new life will no longer live for themselves.

Instead, they live for CHRIST, who died and was raised for them.
As HIS Church, we are in the world, but NOT of the world. 

The LORD’s Prayer for all HIS Disciples:
John 17: 15 – 18 
I do not pray that YOU should take them out of the world, but that YOU should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by YOUR Truth. YOUR Word is Truth. As YOU sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
Aflame MISSION STATEMENT: 

A Church AFLAME with GOD’S HEART in WORSHIP & PRAYER, 
by LIVING PASSIONATELY according to HIS WORD and HIS PURPOSE, 
so as to IMPACT our COMMUNITIES with LOVE, HOPE, FAITH, PEACE & JOY.

Impact – To Influence; The Effect or Impression of one thing on another.
The Church, the Body of CHRIST, is Sent into the world to be Salt and Light, 
that Brings out GOD’ Flavours and GOD’s Colors in our Communities, 
to Make a Difference and to Bring Glory to the LORD.
Matthew 5: 13 – 16 (Message)

“Let ME tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the 
GOD flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness how will people taste godliness? 
You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.

Here’s another way to put it: you’re here to be light, bringing out the GOD colors in the world. GOD is not a secret to be kept. We are going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. 
If I make you light bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? 
I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hill top, on a light stand – shine! Keep open house, be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with GOD, this generous FATHER in Heaven.”

Salt has many uses. 2 main uses – Seasoning and Preservation.
~ Seasoning – Gives flavour to the food.
~ Preservation – To preserve meat from decaying (early days where there is no 
   refrigeration). Also to preserve vegetables (pickles).
Ephesians 5: 8 – 10 (NLT)
For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the LORD. 
So live as people of light! For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. Carefully determine what pleases the LORD. 
We are Enlightened by HIS Spirit to Shine Gloriously for HIM. 

2 Corinthians 4: 7 (NLT)
We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from GOD, not from ourselves.

E.g. Light bulb – By itself, it does not do anything. It needs to be connected to the power source to be able to give light to the room. 

Only IN CHRIST are we Able to Impact and Make a Difference in this world. 
Apart from HIM we are nothing. Not about how smart or capable we are.

Aflame Core Value no. 4 – Excellence:

We believe in Giving GOD our Best by Being HIS Excellent Workmanship 
Through Every Good Work, Ministry and Service in our Marketplace, 
Characterized by our Excellent Attitude and Motivation.

2 Corinthians 3: 2 – 3  
You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men. 
Clearly you are an epistle of CHRIST, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the 
SPIRIT of the Living GOD, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.
We are people of GOD who are Transformed & Renewed to Reflect HIS Glory, 

To Draw as Many to JESUS. 

Philippians 1: 9 – 11 (Message)

So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish and that you will not only love much but well. Learn to love appropriately. You need to use your head and test your feelings so that your love 
is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush. 
Live a lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life JESUS will be proud of: 
bountiful in fruits from the soul, making JESUS CHRIST attractive to all, 
getting everyone involved in the glory and praise to GOD.

Ephesians 5: 15 – 17 
See then you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the LORD is. 
What does it mean to Walk Circumspectly and Exemplary Life ?
Colossians 4: 5 – 6 (Amplified)
Behave yourselves wisely [living prudently and with discretion] in your relations with those of 
the outside world (the non-Christians), making the most of the time and seizing (buying up) 
the opportunity. Let your speech at all times be gracious (pleasant and winsome), 
seasoned [as it were] with salt, [so that you may never be at a loss] to know how you 
ought to answer anyone [who puts a question to you].

4 things we Learn from this Verse on How to Impact our Communities.
1. Behave yourselves Wisely in your Relations with those of the outside world 
(the non- Christians).
1 Peter 2: 11 – 12 (NLT/Message)
 “Dear friends I warn you as temporary residents and foreigners to keep away from 
worldly desires that wage war against you every souls. Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbours. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behaviour, and they will give honor to GOD when HE judges the world.”
“Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourself cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego 
at the expense of your soul. Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions 
will refute their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to GOD’s side and be there to join in the celebration when HE arrives.”
NOT about being Religious, but Being CHRIST-like in our Character, Attitude & Motivation. 

Romans 14: 17 – 18 (NLT)

For the Kingdom of GOD is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the HOLY SPIRIT. If you serve CHRIST with this attitude, you will please GOD, and others will approve of you, too. 

We are to Place our Everyday Life before GOD as an Offering. 
Not to copy or become well adjusted to the culture, behaviour and customs of this world.
Romans 12: 1 – 2 (NLT)
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to GOD because of all 
HE has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the kind HE will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship HIM. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, 
but let GOD transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. 
Then you will learn to know GOD’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
As Children of Light, we are To Impact the world, NOT be impacted by the world. 

Romans 13: 13 – 14 (NLT)

Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. 
Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarrelling and jealousy. 

Instead clothe yourself with the Presence of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  
And don’t let yourself think about the way to indulge your evil desires.
NOT to imitate the world, but to Imitate CHRIST.
Ephesians 5: 1 – 2 (Amplified)
“Therefore be imitators of GOD [copy HIM and follow HIS example] as well beloved children [imitate their father]. And walk in Love [esteeming and delighting in one another] as 
CHRIST loved us and gave HIMSELF up for us, a slain offering and sacrifice to GOD 

[for you, so that it became] a sweet fragrance.” 
Living in Humility, Harmony and at Peace with one another.
Mark 9: 50 (NLT)

Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavour, how do you make it salty again? 
You must have the qualities of salt among yourselves and live in peace with each other.”

How does Salt lose its flavour or saltiness? 

When it’s contaminated with other minerals, causing weakness in flavour or a 
bland unpleasant taste.   

Romans 12: 16 – 18 (NLT)
Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all. Never pay back evil with more evil. Do thing in such a way that everyone can see you are honourable. Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
We are to Work On & Maintain Peace with Others. 

1 Thessalonians 4: 11 – 12 (NLT)
Make it your goal to live a quiet life, minding your own business and working with your hands, just as we instructed you before. Then the people who are not Christians will respect the way 
you live, and you will not need to depend on others.
Make Allowance for each other’s mistake/ faults and Maintaining an Attitude of Forgiveness.
Colossians 3: 12 – 15 (NLT)
Since GOD chose you to be the holy people HE loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tender hearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the LORD forgave you, so you must forgive others. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which bind us all together in perfect harmony. 
And let the Peace that comes from CHRIST rule in your hearts. 
For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.

People of GOD Guard their hearts to not be easily offended. 

Matthew 5: 9
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of GOD.
As GOD’s children, we are to Represent HIM in our Communities thru our 
Attitude, Speech and Actions.

Colossians 3: 17 (NLT)

And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the LORD JESUS, 
giving thanks through HIM to GOD the FATHER.

2. Making the Most of the Time and Seizing (buying up) the Opportunity.

Redeeming the Time – Not to waste time and miss any opportunity; Make the Most of 
our Time for the Glory and the Purpose of GOD. Good Stewardship of our Time.
Galatians 6: 10 (Amplified)

So then, as occasion and opportunity open up to us, let us do good [morally] to all people 
[not only being useful or profitable to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage]. Be mindful to be a blessing, especially to those of the household of faith 
[those who belong to GOD’s family with you, the believers].
Pray to the LORD Everyday, to Give us the Opportunity to Share the Good News, 

and to Lead us to the Ripened Harvest.
Romans 1: 10 (NLT)

One of the things I always pray for is the opportunity, GOD willing, to come at last to see you.
2 Corinthians 2: 12 (NLT)

When I came to the city of Troas to preach the Good News of CHRIST, the LORD opened 
a door of opportunity for me.

Always be Ready, whether the time seems favourable or not. 
Even though you may be facing hardship or difficulties, 

GOD can use the Time as Opportunity to Share your Testimony and the Gospel.
3. Let your Speech at All Times be Gracious, Seasoned with Salt. 
1 Peter 3: 8 – 12 (Message)

Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be compassionate, be humble. 
That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. 
Instead, bless – that’s your job, to bless. 
Whoever wants to embrace life and see the day fill up with good, here’s what you do: 
say nothing evil or hurtful; snub evil and cultivate good; run after peace for all you’re worth. 
GOD looks on all this with approval, listening and responding well to what he’s asked; 
But HE turns HIS back on those who do evil things.
Our tongue is to Bless the LORD & Bless Others. 

Philippians 2: 14 – 15 (NLT/Message)
“Do everything without complaining and arguing. So that no one can criticize you. 
Live clean, innocent lives as children of GOD, shining like bright lights in a world full of 
crooked and perverse people”

“Do everything readily and cheerfully – no bickering, no second guessing allowed. 
Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and of the living GOD.”

Always Give Thanks to the LORD and Do Everything with the Joy of the LORD. 
Hebrews 13: 15 (Amplified)

Through HIM, therefore, let us constantly and at all times offer up to GOD a sacrifice of praise, which is the fruits of lips that thankfully acknowledge and confess and glorify HIS Name.
4. To know How you Ought to Answer Anyone.
1 Peter 3: 15 – 16 (NLT)

Instead, you must worship CHRIST as LORD of your life. And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle and respectful way. 
Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when 
they see what a good life you live because you belong to CHRIST.

Trusting HIM and Relying on the HOLY SPIRIT to Give us the Right Word at the 

Right Time, How to Respond or What to Say. 

Matthew 10: 19 – 20 (NLT)

When you are arrested, don’t worry about how to respond or what to say. 
GOD will give you the right words at the right time. For it is not you who will be speaking – 
it will be the SPIRIT of your FATHER speaking through you. 
We are all Ambassadors for CHRIST / CHRIST’s Representatives, 
who are given a Task of Telling Everyone what HE is Doing. 
We are NOT to See or Judge people by what they have or look. ALL Need JESUS.
2 Corinthians 5: 15 – 20 (NLT)
HE died for everyone so that those who receive this new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they live for CHRIST, who died and was raised for them. 
So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. 
At one time we thought of CHRIST merely from a human point of view. 
How differently we know HIM now! This means anyone who belongs to CHRIST has become 
a new person. The old life is gone, a new life has begun! 
And all of this is a gift from GOD, who brought us back to HIMSELF through CHRIST. 
And GOD has given us this task of reconciling people to HIM.

So we are CHRIST’s ambassadors; GOD is making HIS appeal through us. 
We speak for CHRIST when we plead, “Come back to GOD!” 

Isaiah 60: 1 – 4 
Arise, Shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. 
For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth. And deep darkness the people; 
but the LORD will arise over you; and HIS glory will be seen upon you. 
The gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
“Lift up your eyes all around and see; they all gather together, they come to you, 
your sons shall come from afar and your daughters shall be nursed at your side.”
