Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 04 August 2013

Minister               :    Pastor Jimmy Goh

Theme                 :    As HIS Glorious Light to the World (3) 
As GOD’s Called Out Ones, to Be Assured of Our Position in CHRIST - Who we are in CHRIST.

We are Called OUT of Darkness INTO GOD’s Kingdom of Light, HIS Church, into CHRIST’s Spiritual Body. 
1 Peter 2: 9

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, HIS Own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of HIM Who called you out of darkness into HIS Marvelous Light.
As HIS Light, to Shine Unto Darkness, Cannot be Hidden, to be Seen in Darkness to Draw Others OUT.  

Romans 1: 16 – 17 (NLT)
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about CHRIST.  It is the Power of GOD at work, saving everyone who believes - the Jew first and also the Gentile.

This Good News tells us how GOD makes us right in HIS Sight.  This is accomplished from start to finish by faith.  As the Scriptures say, "It is through faith that a righteous person has life."
JESUS Called HIS Disciples to Teach them, Matthew 5: 1 - 2 - ‘Sermon on the Mount’, Not the Multitudes.

In Matthew 5: 3 – 12, is a Sermon for Disciples’ Heart Attitude, so they can Make a Difference to ‘World’. 

Matthew 5: 13 – 15

"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned ?  
It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and 
it gives light to all who are in the house.”
CHRIST’s Disciples Glorify GOD in the World by their Heart’s Attitude & Motivation, their Flavor ? Light ?

Matthew 5: 16

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your FATHER in Heaven.”
Our Nice/ Kind/ Generous/ Charitable Work as CHRIST’s Disciples are to Impact Unbelievers, as when 
CHRIST’s Light & Flavor are Experienced, So > Are We Shining ?  Are We Tasty ? >  Not Sour / Bitter?
Romans 8: 15 – 17
For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the SPIRIT of adoption by 
Whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."
The SPIRIT Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of GOD,
and if children, then heirs - heirs of GOD and joint heirs with CHRIST, if indeed we suffer with HIM, 
that we may also be glorified together.

In CHRIST, we are not under Slavery of Fear & ‘Self’, as It is our Identity & Position, in All Circumstances.

As GOD’s Ambassadors, we are HIS Bold Representatives, Empowered to Reconcile ‘Lost’ back to GOD.
All Disciples are Called to the ministry of reconciliation, and are committed to the Word of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5: 16 – 21 (NLT)
So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view.  At one time 
we thought of CHRIST merely from a human point of view.  How differently we know HIM now !

This means that anyone who belongs to CHRIST has become a new person.  
The old life is gone; a new life has begun !

And all of this is a Gift from GOD, Who brought us back to Himself through CHRIST. 
And GOD has given us this task of reconciling people to HIM.

For GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the world to HIMSELF, no longer counting people's sins against them.  
And HE gave us this Wonderful Message of reconciliation.

So we are CHRIST's Ambassadors; GOD is making HIS Appeal through us.  We speak for CHRIST when we plead, "Come back to GOD !"
For GOD made CHRIST, Who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that 
we could be made right with GOD through CHRIST.

What Does the Church Stand for in A Word ?
~   Discipleship
>   Matthew 28: 18 – 20 

~   Relationship
>   Matthew 22: 34 – 40

~   Reconciliation
>   John 3: 16




~   Sacrificial

>   Love  >
1 John 3: 16
What Does Aflame Community Church Stand for to Others ?
~  Logo ?

~  Slogan ?
As Disciples in CHRIST, we Witness as Ministers of the New Covenant, Empowered by HIS SPIRIT.  

Acts 1: 8 (NLT)
But you will receive Power when the HOLY SPIRIT comes upon you.  And you will be MY witnesses, telling people about ME everywhere - in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

2 Corinthians 3: 4 – 6, 8

And we have such trust through CHRIST toward GOD.  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from GOD, Who also made us sufficient as 
ministers of the New Covenant, not of the letter but of the SPIRIT; for the letter kills, but the SPIRIT gives life.

How will the ministry of the SPIRIT not be more Glorious ?

As Ministers of the SPIRIT, our Hope is in GOD’s Glory of HIS Power that has Delivered us Out 
of Darkness into CHRIST’s Kingdom of Light, as All Creation & Being are under CHRIST’s Authority.

Colossians 1: 12 – 14
Giving thanks to the FATHER Who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.  HE has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the Kingdom of the SON of HIS Love, 
in Whom we have redemption through HIS Blood, the forgiveness of sins.

As Thru CHRIST, All Things in Creation on Earth & in Heaven are under GOD’s Rule & Authority, so

when we have Such Faith & Trust in CHRIST, then the Given Authority works to Win & Disciple the Lost.  
Colossians 1: 27 – 28

To them GOD willed to make known what are the Riches of the Glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which is CHRIST in you, the Hope of Glory.
Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in CHRIST JESUS.

Winning the Lost & To Disciple them, is Not a Burden as A Task, It has to be A PASSION for All Disciples. 

2 Corinthians 5: 14 – 15
For the Love of CHRIST compels us, because we judge thus: that if ONE died for all, then all died; and HE died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for HIM Who died for them and rose again.

The LOVE of CHRIST that Compels us to Reconcile Others back to GOD is Not Inspiration or Motivation. 

1 John 4: 7 – 8
Beloved, let us love one another, for Love is of GOD; and everyone who loves is born of GOD and knows GOD.  He who does not love does not know GOD, for GOD is Love.
The Love Built in Disciples is Relational from GOD Who Love us & Gave us HIS SON as A ‘Sin’ Sacrifice. 

1 John 4: 11 – 13, 14 - 19

Beloved, if GOD so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has seen GOD at any time.  If we love one another, GOD abides in us, and HIS Love 
has been perfected in us.
1 John 4: 14 - 19
By this we know that we abide in HIM, and HE in us, because HE has given us of HIS SPIRIT.

And we have seen and testify that the FATHER has sent the SON as Savior of the world.  
Whoever confesses that JESUS is the SON of GOD, GOD abides in him, and he in GOD.

And we have known and believed the Love that GOD has for us.  
GOD is LOVE, and he who abides in Love abides in GOD, and GOD in him.

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the Day of Judgment; because as 
HE is, so are we in this world.  There is no fear in Love; but Perfect Love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.  But he who fears has not been made perfect in Love.  We love HIM because HE first loved us.

As Disciples have GOD Abiding in them, then HIS Process is by Perfecting HIS Love in us, by HIS SPIRIT.

Abiding in CHRIST is Relational with GOD to Bear the First Fruit of Love 

~  No Relationship with GOD >  No Bearing of Fruit.

John 15: 4 – 5, 16a

“Abide in ME, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the Vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in ME.

I am the Vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in ME, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without ME 
you can do nothing.”
“You did not choose ME, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain.”

Galatians 5: 22 – 23a
But the Fruit of the SPIRIT is Love, Joy, Peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. 
The Fruit of Love Remain by our Abiding in GOD’s Love, and the World can Ruin this Fruit by its Effect.
1 John 2: 15 – 17 (NLT)

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the 
Love of the FATHER in you.  For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving 
for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions.  These are not from the FATHER, 
but are from this world.

And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave.  
But anyone who does what pleases GOD will live forever.

JESUS’ Parable of Lost Prodigal Son –

~ Luke 15: 11 – 32, the Father Welcomed Back the Strayed Away Lost Son.
Luke 15: 20 – 24 (NLT)
"So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. 
Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.  His son said to him, 
'Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.'

But his father said to the servants, 'Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him.  Get a ring for 
his finger and sandals for his feet.  And kill the calf we have been fattening.  We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life.  He was lost, but now he is found.'  So the party began.”
The Elder Brother’s Attitude to his Father was Disrespectful; to the Lost Brother was Bitter /Unforgiving. 
Luke 15: 28 – 30 (NLT)

"The older brother was angry and wouldn't go in.  His father came out and begged him, but he replied, 
'All these years I've slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all 
that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends.  Yet when this son of yours 
comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf !' “
Luke 15: 31 - 32 (NLT)

"His father said to him, 'Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours.  
We had to celebrate this happy day.  For your brother was dead and has come back to life ! 
He was lost, but now he is found !' "

Love GOD
· to Love People  
· to Value People  >   to Enjoy People
· Relate   >   ReachOut  >   Reconcile  Back to GOD
Enjoy GOD’s Presence  
· Enjoy HIS Companionship
· Live In Help-Mate, the HOLY SPIRIT 

· Enjoy Fellowship of Believers in CHRIST, in the LIGHT. 

Ephesians 3: 17 – 19

That CHRIST may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in Love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height – 
to know the Love of CHRIST which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the Fullness of GOD.

May the LOVE of GOD Abide Deeply in All Disciples’ Heart thru CHRIST

· Enriching All with Fullness of GOD.
· Always Full of LOVE as our Reservoir of Love.
· As to Freely Give Out, as to Freely Receive In.

· As to Win as Many ‘Lost’ & to Disciple them.  

