Aflame Sunday Service – Sermon Outline 02 December 2012


Minister           :   Elder Marini Angouw

Theme                :   Power of Faith Compelled by CHRIST’s Love
In the past couple of weeks, we have learnt about Living Victoriously by Faith.
As preached by Pastor Jimmy in last week’s sermon: 

GOD Saved us to Be Righteous in HIS Nature by HIS Grace by Renewing us for HIS Purpose.

Ephesians 2: 9 – 10 (NLT)

Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.

For we are GOD's Masterpiece.  HE has created us anew in CHRIST JESUS, 
so we can do the good things HE planned for us long ago.
Now our Life Journey on Earth is a Faith Journey - to be Fulfilling & Victorious by 
Overcoming Self & the World – the Deceiving Spirit – by living in the Truth.
1 John 5: 4 – 5 

For whatever is born of GOD overcomes the world.  And this is the Victory that has overcome the world - our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that JESUS is the SON of GOD?
John 16: 13 – 15 (NLT)
When the SPIRIT of Truth comes, HE will guide you into all Truth. HE will not speak on HIS own but 
will tell you what HE has heard. HE will tell you about the future. HE will bring ME glory by telling you whatever HE receives from ME. All that belongs to the FATHER is mine; this is why I said, 
‘The SPIRIT will tell you whatever HE receives from ME’.
We are reborn of GOD’s SPIRIT to receive > Full of the TRUTH > Full of the SPIRIT > Full of FAITH > to live this life passionately for the LORD. (e.g. Stephen, Philip, Barnabas, Saul)
Aflame Community Church Mission Statement:
We are a CHURCH AFLAME with GOD’s Heart in Worship and Prayer 
by living passionately according to HIS Word and HIS Purpose, 
so as to impact our Communities with Love, Hope , Faith, Peace and Joy.
In life, one can be passionate about something/ someone: 
Food, Sports, Building, Science, Technology, Economics, Politics, Family, Celebrities, etc.
Merriam-Webster dictionary definition of Passion:

· the sufferings of CHRIST between the night of the Last Supper and HIS death

· intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or conviction

· a strong liking or deep desire for or devotion to some activity, object, or concept
We are Aflame with GOD’s Love to live passionately according to HIS Word and HIS Purpose 
to overcome self and the worldly passion.
The Power of FAITH Living is compelled by the Love of CHRIST within us.
2 Corinthians 5: 14a (NKJ), 14b-15 (NLT)

For the love of CHRIST compels us,
Since we believe that CHRIST died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old life. 
HE died for everyone so that those who receive HIS new life will no longer live for themselves. 
Instead, they will live for CHRIST, who died and was raised for them. 
The Love of CHRIST in our spirit is an inward drive for the Church to live Victoriously and different from the people in the World that is driven by external factors.
Illustration: 

Internal Combustion Engine vs External Combustion Engine speaks of Living our lives 
driven by the Love of CHRIST within us vs Driven by the external influence of the world.
Internal combustion engine (e.g. car engine) is Far more Efficient than the External combustion engine (e.g. steam boats, old-fashioned trains) as it takes less fuel per mile and it is smaller and lighter compare to an equivalent External combustion engine.

Most car engine converts the fuel (petrol / gas) into motion so that our car can move by burning the fuel inside an engine. 

The 3 fundamental things that can keep an engine from running: a bad fuel mix, lack of compression of air and fuel or lack of spark. 

The 3 fundamental things that can keep a Christian from running the Faith race: Not fully filled with the HOLY SPIRIT, lack of understanding of the Word of GOD, lack of Love for GOD.
The Love of CHRIST is the Spark that ignites the Truth of GOD’s Word and HOLY SPIRIT together so that we can live this life totally for GOD’s Purpose.
In a car engine , the spark plug supplies the spark that ignites the air/fuel mixture so that combustion can occur. The spark must happen at just the right moment for things to work properly.

GOD’s Love supplies the Love and Passion for CHRIST within us, driving us to live purposefully for what HE planned for us since the beginning:
1. For HIS Holy Name
1 John 3: 1 - 3

Behold what manner of Love the FATHER has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of GOD!  Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know HIM.

Beloved, now we are children of GOD; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 

but we know that when HE is revealed, we shall be like HIM, for we shall see HIM as HE is.  

And everyone who has this Hope in HIM purifies himself, just as HE is Pure.
Our FATHER GOD has bestowed HIS love upon us so we can keep our Heart Right and Pure as JESUS to the end, until we see HIM face to face.
Aflame Core Value no. 2 - WORSHIP GOD

We believe GOD is worthy of our wholehearted worship in HIS HOUSE, 
and our daily lifestyle of worship is evident through living in purity.
John 4: 23 - 24 (NLT)

But the time is coming – indeed it’s here now – when true worshipers will worship the FATHER 
in spirit and in truth. The FATHER is looking for those who will worship HIM that way. 
For GOD is SPIRIT, so those who worship HIM must worship in spirit and in truth.

Keeping ourselves Pure inwardly and outwardly by Obeying GOD and 
Not to Slip back into our Old sinful ways
1 Peter 1: 15 – 16, 13 – 14 (NLT)

But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as GOD who chose you is holy. 
For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” 
So think clearly and exercise self-control. Look forward to the gracious salvation that will come to you when JESUS CHRIST is revealed to the world. So you must live as GOD’s obedient children. 
Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. 
We are to have godly fear of the LORD, Who will judge or reward us according to our works.
1 Peter 1: 17 (NLT)

And remember that the heavenly FATHER to Whom you pray has no favorites. 
HE will judge or reward you according to what you do.
 So you must live in reverent fear of HIM during your time as “foreigners in the land.”
2. For HIS Cause - The reason JESUS went through the suffering and death on the Cross.
John 17: 3

And this is eternal life, that they may know YOU, the only true GOD, and JESUS CHRIST Whom 
YOU have sent.
John 10: 15
As the FATHER knows ME, even so I know the FATHER; and I lay down MY life for the sheep.
John 15: 13
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

Our  Worship lifestyle in this World is motivated by GOD’s Love to live with the Same Love as JESUS lived HIS life journey on earth – Not for Self but for the Love of the FATHER and others whom HE loves.

1 John 3: 16
By this we know love, because HE laid down HIS life for us. 
And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
The Time is up for the Church Not to live for self. NOW the time has come for the Church to live Passionately and Victoriously for HIS Purpose to save as many lives for the Glory of GOD.
John 12: 23 (Message), 24 (NLT)
JESUS answered, “Time’s up. The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. 
But its death will produce many new kernels – a plentiful harvest of new lives. 
JESUS teaches HIS disciples a very important principle in life – 
Love for the world destroys us. Love for JESUS gives us eternal life and honor from GOD.

John 12: 25 – 26 (NLT)
Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity. Anyone who wants to be MY disciple must follow ME, because MY servants must be where I am. And the FATHER will honor anyone who serves ME.
2 Corinthians 5: 17 – 19 (NLT)
This means that anyone who belongs to CHRIST has become a new person. 
The old life is gone; a new life has begun!
And all of this is a gift from GOD, who brought us back to Himself through CHRIST. And GOD has given us this task of reconciling people to HIM. For GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the world to Himself, 
no longer counting people’s sins against them. And HE gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation.
To live our lives for the Eternal Purpose of GOD, Not for the pursuit of the temporary things of World that will pass away
Ephesians 1: 8, 10-11 (NLT)

Though I am the least deserving of all GOD’s people, HE graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in CHRIST. GOD’s purpose in all this was to use the Church to display HIS wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was HIS eternal plan, which HE carried out through CHRIST JESUS our LORD.
3. For the Growth of HIS Body
Aflame Core Value no. 3 - SPIRITUAL GROWTH

We believe that as members of the CHURCH BODY, we are to be committed to grow spiritually to the full maturity of the likeness of JESUS CHRIST. 

This is how we live according to HIS Purpose.
1 Corinthians 12: 12, 27 (NLT)

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. 
So it is with the Body of CHRIST. All of you together are CHRIST’s Body, and each of you is a part of it.

As different parts in One Body, We All are to grow together continually to reach such Unity in our Faith and Maturity of CHRIST- likeness. 
Ephesians 4: 11 – 13 (NLT)
Now these are the gifts CHRIST gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip GOD’s people to do HIS work and build up the Church, the Body of CHRIST. This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of GOD’s Son that we will be mature in the LORD, measuring up to the full and complete standard of CHRIST.
As every parts of the Body grow to the full maturity of CHRIST-likeness, the Church will Stand firm in the Truth, Overcome the World’s deceiving spirit, Work and Regenerate effectively.
Ephesians 4: 14 – 16 (NLT)

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every 
wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like CHRIST, who is the Head of HIS Body, the Church. HE makes the whole body fit together perfectly. 
As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.
4. For the Expansion of HIS Kingdom of Light on Earth
JESUS prayed to HIS FATHER for HIS disciples to be sanctified by the Truth and 
sent to the world to make a Difference in the world as We are In the world but Not of the world.
John 17: 14 – 18  

I have given them YOUR word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world. I do not pray that YOU should take them out of the world, but that YOU should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by YOUR truth. YOUR word is truth. As YOU sent ME into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 
The Church, the Body of CHRIST is the Light unto the world to shine on others who are 
in darkness so that they will be brought to Light and be in the Body of CHRIST.
Ephesians 5: 8 – 11, 13 – 14 (NLT) 

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the LORD. So live as people of light! 

For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. 
Carefully determine what pleases the LORD. 
Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, expose them. 
But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light shines on them, for the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, rise up from the dead, and CHRIST will give you light.”
John 17: 20 – 21 
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in ME through their word; 
that they all may be one, as YOU, FATHER, are in ME, and I in YOU; that they also may be one in US, that the world may believe that YOU sent ME.”

To stay in HIS Purpose, it is necessary for us to:
1. Daily receive the Love of CHRIST from HIS Word and the HOLY SPIRIT
2. Daily understand the reason CHRIST came, died and lives for

3. Daily know Who we live for and Whom we shall become
4. Daily strip off every weight of sin / old sinful way of living

5. Daily live as CHRIST lives - practice living in the Truth actively and consistently
6. Daily think and look up to JESUS Who is: 

· The Source of our Faith giving the first incentive for our belief 

· The Finisher of our Faith bringing us to maturity and perfection
Hebrews 12: 1 - 3 (Amplified)

Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the race that is set before us, 
Looking away [from all that will distract] to JESUS, Who is the Leader and the Source of our faith [giving the first incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher [bringing it to maturity and perfection]. HE, for the Joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before HIM, endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame, and is now seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of GOD. 
Just think of HIM Who endured from sinners such grievous opposition and bitter hostility against Himself [reckon up and consider it all in comparison with your trials], so that you may not grow weary or exhausted, losing heart and relaxing and fainting in your minds.

 
