Aflame Sunday Celebration Message – 01 December 2013

Minister               :    Pastor Evelin Goh

Theme                 :    SEEING Through EYES of FAITH & TRUTH (2)


Matthew 16: 18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this Rock I will build MY church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it.

Ephesians 4: 12 – 13 (NLT)
Their responsibility is to equip GOD's people to do HIS work and build up the church, the Body of CHRIST.
This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of GOD's Son that we will be 
Mature in the LORD, measuring up to the Full and Complete Standard of CHRIST.

Believers must be Planted in a Word-base and Spirit-filled local church to Grow Healthily and Effectively.

Hebrews 10: 24 – 25 (AMP)
And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over one another, 
studying how we may stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble activities,
Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is the habit of some people, 
but admonishing (warning, urging, and encouraging) one another, and all the more faithfully as 
you see the day approaching.

Personal Prayers, Intercessions, Study & Meditating Scriptures, and Worship cannot be replaced with reading books and religious activities.

Apostle Paul’s attitude should be the attitude of all overseers.

1 Corinthians 4: 15 – 16 (AMP)
After all, though you should have ten thousand teachers (guides to direct you) in CHRIST, yet you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in CHRIST JESUS through the glad tidings (the Gospel).
So I urge and implore you, be imitators of me.

Galatians 4: 19 (AMP)
My little children, for whom I am again suffering birth pangs until CHRIST is completely and permanently 
formed (molded) within you.

As Christians, we are not only children, sons & daughters, and servants. 

But we are also the Soldiers of CHRIST.

2 Timothy 2: 3 – 4 (AMP)
Take [with me] your share of the hardships and suffering [which you are called to endure] as a 
good (first-class) SOLDIER of CHRIST JESUS.
No SOLDIER when in service gets entangled in the enterprises of [civilian] life; 
his aim is to satisfy and please the one who enlisted him.

The language of warfare is dominant between GOD’s people and their opponent.

Psalms 144: 1
Blessed be the LORD my ROCK, Who trains my hands for war, and my finger for battle

Judges 3 : 1 – 2 
Now these are the nations which the LORD left, that HE might test Israel by them, all who had not known any of the wars in Canaan.
(This was only so that the generations of the children of Israel might be taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly known it).



Apostle Paul gave us clear Spiritual Truth about Believers’ Warfare and Two Essentials :

Ephesians 6: 12 (AMP)
For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.

Ephesians 6: 10 (AMP)
In conclusion, be strong in the LORD [be empowered through your union with HIM]; 
draw your strength from HIM [that strength which HIS Boundless Might provides].


1.   Draw Strength from the LORD's POWER.
      

      ~ GOD has to continuously be the SOURCE of all our Strength.
      ~ It is our Spiritual Responsibility – Walking in Close Relationship with the LORD.

King David – Man after GOD’s own Heart 

                    – Lifestyle of Worship & Total Dependancy upon the LORD from young age.
He slew the lions, the bears, and later Goliath.

1 Samuel 30: 6b
But David encouraged and strengthened himself in the LORD his GOD.

David humbled himself before the LORD and seek HIM & HIS Leading. 


2.  Put on the Whole Armor of GOD.

David not only draw Strength from the LORD – he walked in integrity.

Ephesians 6: 11, 13 (AMP)
Put on GOD’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which GOD supplies], that you may 
be able successfully to stand up against [all] the strategies  and  the deceits of the devil.

Therefore put on GOD’s complete armor, that you may be able to resist and stand your ground on the evil day 
[of danger], and, having done all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place].

Ignorance make you victims of the scheme and wiles of the enemies, 

whose one goal is to steal, rob, kill & to knock you down from Standing in your Spiritual Position & 
your Calling in CHRIST JESUS.

Our Victory is Rooted in what CHRIST has done for us, as we are being 
Led by the HOLY SPIRIT to Exercise this Authority.

Colossians 2: 15 
Having disarmed principalities and powers, HE made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

Luke 10: 18 – 19 (AMP)
And He said to them, I saw Satan falling like a lightning [flash] from heaven.
Behold! I have given you Authority and Power to trample upon serpents and scorpions, 
and [physical and mental strength and ability] over all the power that the enemy [possesses]; 
and nothing shall in any way harm you.

Putting on GOD's Whole Armor is not an option for Believers.
It is a Must – it is a Lifestyle of who you are in CHRIST.

Spiritual Warfare always & has to be led by the HOLY SPIRIT – Our Obedience to HIS Leading is 
Vital for Victory.

E.g. Argentina Revival – HOLY SPIRIT led to take dominion over cities and villages – 
Prayers, Intercession and HOLY SPIRIT led strategy.

GOD Set the Agendas > We Hear & Obey .
Acts 10: 38 (NLT)
And you know that GOD anointed JESUS of Nazareth with the HOLY SPIRIT and with Power. 
Then JESUS went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for GOD was with Him.

When spiritual confrontation comes, JESUS took HIS Stand and Deal with it According to the WORD.

First Application of the Armor is the BELT of TRUTH.

Ephesians 6: 14 (AMP)
Stand therefore [hold your ground], having tightened the belt of truth around your loins and having put on the breastplate of integrity and of moral rectitude and right standing with GOD.

Ephesians 6: 14 (NKJ)
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with Truth, having put on the breastplate of Righteousness.

Luke 12: 35 (AMP)
Keep your loins girded and your lamps burning.

Belt: Is the essential part of the Armor – In keeping other important parts in its place.  
        It is also where the sword is sheathed.

Soldiers are Prepared for Action without hindrances & a Mind that is Ready to Face Confrontation.

Belt of Truth – Our knowledge of JESUS & who we are in HIM.
This Truth hold other pieces of armor in its place.

JESUS as the Truth, Upholds our Righteousness before the FATHER. HE is our Very Foundation,

John 14: 6
" I AM the Way and the Truth and the Life" JESUS said.

It is the Belt that was used to sheath the sword.
The Spirit of Truth and the Truth always go together.

John 15: 26 (AMP)
But when the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) comes, 
Whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth Who comes (proceeds) from the Father, 
He [Himself] will testify regarding Me.



BREASTPLATE of RIGHTEOUSNESS

No Roman soldier will go to war without this piece of Armor.
This piece of Armor protects the Heart, the internal vital organs.

War and conflicts happen inside a person, bringing unhealthy emotional confusion.
It is not Self Righteousness nor is it Imputed Righteousness – applied by GOD when we accept JESUS.
But our putting on is our Practical Righteousness of Daily Choice to Obey the Word of GOD by FAITH.

Righteousness is the By-Product of Faith.  
As we trust GOD with all our Hearts & Minds, Soul & Strength.


SHIELD OF FAITH

Ephesians 6: 16 (AMP) 
Lift up over all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon which you can quench all the flaming missiles of the wicked [one].

A backslidden Christian no longer live by Faith.



Hebrews 10: 37 – 39 
For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.

Ephesians 6: 18 (AMP) 
Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. 
To that end keep alert and watch with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints (GOD’s consecrated people).
