 Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 18 March 2012
Minister               :    Pastor Jimmy Goh

Theme                 :    Aflame with GOD’s Love (1)
Our Slogan is ‘ Aflame with GOD’s Love ’.
After series on Victorious Faith, are we Positively Persuaded and Convinced that nothing in this World can ever separate us from GOD’s Love ?  

Being Reborn in CHRIST, we have our Right Standing with GOD.

Romans 8: 29 – 30 (NLT)

For GOD knew HIS people in advance, and HE chose them to become like HIS SON, 
so that HIS SON would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.

And having chosen them, HE called them to come to HIM.  And having called them, HE gave them 
right standing with HIMSELF.  And having given them right standing, HE gave them HIS Glory.

Given the Right Standing with GOD, We can Stand in HIS Awesome Presence of HIS GLORY, 
When we Go thru All Forms of Battles in Sufferings of Hardship, Calamities, Afflictions, Destitution.
Romans 8: 31 – 39 (NLT)
What shall we say about such wonderful things as these ?  
If GOD is for us, who can ever be against us ?   Since HE did not spare even HIS Own SON 
but gave HIM up for us all, won't HE also give us everything else?
Who dares accuse us whom GOD has chosen for HIS Own ?  
No one - for GOD HIMSELF has given us right standing with HIMSELF. 

Who then will condemn us ?  

No one - for CHRIST JESUS died for us and was raised to life for us, and HE is sitting in 
the Place of Honor at GOD's Right Hand, pleading for us.

Can anything ever separate us from CHRIST's Love ?  
Does it mean HE no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, 
or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death ?
(As the Scriptures say, "For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.")

No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through CHRIST, Who loved us.  
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from GOD's Love.  

Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries 
about tomorrow - not even the powers of hell can separate us from GOD's Love.

No power in the sky above or in the earth below - indeed, nothing in all creation will ever 
be able to separate us from the Love of GOD that is revealed in CHRIST JESUS our LORD.

Are we Convinced & Convicted Deep Within Our Inner Spirit, Nothing can Separate us from GOD ?

The LORD’s Banner over us is Love, HIS Banner is over us, which gives us HIS Victory and Glory.
Isaiah 11: 10

“And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a Banner to the people;
For the Gentiles shall seek HIM, And HIS Resting Place shall be Glorious.
Song of Solomon 2: 4

HE brought me to the banqueting house, and HIS Banner over me was love.

When we are Convicted of the LORD’s Banner of Love, then we do not Struggle to Fight Own Battles.
We Know How to Trust the LORD & Lean on HIM for Support & HIS Resources to Fight Human Battles.
Psalm 45: 11

So the KING will greatly desire your beauty; because HE is your LORD, worship HIM.

READ Psalm 139: 1 - 5
In the Busyness of this World, we are to be Still in our Mind & Spirit to Seek HIS Presence.

Psalm 46: 10

Be still, and know that I am GOD; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!

Psalm 139: 6 - 10
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  It is high, I cannot attain it.

Where can I go from YOUR SPIRIT ?  Or where can I flee from YOUR Presence ?

If I ascend into heaven, YOU are there;  If I make my bed in hell, behold, YOU are there.  
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,  
Even there YOUR Hand shall lead me, and YOUR Right Hand shall hold me.
Our Praying is to Seek the LORD, as is Not A ‘Hide & Seek’ Game, that HE is NOT Around at times.
2 Chronicles 7: 14 – 16
If MY people who are called by MY Name will humble themselves, and pray and seek MY Face, and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

Now MY Eyes will be open and MY Ears attentive to prayer made in this place.

For now I have chosen and sanctified this House, that MY Name may be there forever; and 
MY Eyes and MY Heart will be there perpetually.

As Reborn Sanctified Christians, we are the Temple of the SPIRIT of GOD, HIS Presence is Perpetual.

Psalm 139: 17 – 18

How precious also are YOUR Thoughts to me, O GOD !  How great is the sum of them !  If I should 
count them, they would be more in number than the sand;  When I awake, I am still with YOU.

We have to Be Still before our LORD, and let HIM be GOD, as we are only Fragile Human Vessels.

We are to Still our Human Thoughts, let HIS Divine Thoughts to Show, Express & Lead us for Victory. 
-  Isaiah 55: 8 - 9
When there are Battles beyond Human Strength, Who do you Turn to & Seek to Find Help in Need ? 

READ 2 Chronicles 20 
King Jehoshaphat of Judah Begged the LORD in Prayer, also ordered his people to fast for HIS Help.

-  2 Chronicles 20: 3 – 9 (NLT).

2 Chronicles 20: 13 – 15 (NLT)
As all the men of Judah stood before the LORD with their little ones, wives, and children, the SPIRIT of the LORD came upon one of the men standing there. His name was Jahaziel son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite who was a descendant of Asaph.

He said, "Listen, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Listen, King Jehoshaphat! This is what the LORD says:  Do not be afraid !  Don't be discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not yours, but GOD's.”
2 Chronicles 20: 17 – 19, 21 (NLT)

“But you will not even need to fight. Take your positions; then stand still and watch the LORD's victory. 
HE is with you, O people of Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not be afraid or discouraged.  Go out against 
them tomorrow, for the LORD is with you!"

Then King Jehoshaphat bowed low with his face to the ground. And all the people of Judah and Jerusalem did the same, worshiping the LORD.  Then the Levites from the clans of Kohath and Korah stood to praise 
the LORD, the GOD of Israel, with a very loud shout.
After consulting the people, the king appointed singers to walk ahead of the army, singing to the LORD 
and praising HIM for HIS Holy Splendor.  This is what they sang: 
"Give thanks to the LORD; HIS faithful love endures forever !” 
The Battle belongs to the LORD, Enemies were wiped out, left much Plunder (2 Chronicles 20: 22 – 26) 
The LORD always Lead us in Victory under HIS Banner of Love for us (2 Chronicles 20: 27 – 30).

2 Corinthians 2: 14 (NLT)
But thank GOD ! HE has made us HIS captives and continues to lead us along in CHRIST's triumphal procession.  Now HE uses us to spread the knowledge of CHRIST everywhere, like a sweet perfume.

Isaiah 55: 6
Seek the LORD while you can find HIM.  Call on HIM now while HE is near.
How Do we Seek the LORD ?  What are we Expecting & Looking at to Find the LORD ?
1 King 19: 11 - 12

Then HE said, "Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD."  And behold, the LORD passed by, 
and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but 
the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake;

and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.

Our Human Tendency, Expecting & Looking at Major Events or Things to Hear from the LORD.
Once we Acknowledge our Identity as Children of GOD, we are under the Banner of the LORD’s Love.
1 John 3: 1 – 3, 7 – 9, 14 – 16 (Message)

What Marvelous Love the FATHER has extended to us !  Just look at it - we're called Children of GOD !  That's who we really are.  But that's also why the world doesn't recognize us or take us seriously, because 

it has no idea Who HE is or what HE's up to.  But friends, that's exactly who we are: Children of GOD.  
And that's only the beginning.  Who knows how we'll end up !  What we know is that when CHRIST is 
openly revealed, we'll see HIM - and in seeing HIM, become like HIM.  All of us who look forward to HIS Coming stay ready, with the glistening purity of JESUS' Life as a model for our own.

So, my dear children, don't let anyone divert you from the truth.  It's the person who acts right who is right, 
just as we see it lived out in our righteous Messiah.

Those who make a practice of sin are straight from the devil, the pioneer in the practice of sin.  
The SON of GOD entered the scene to abolish the devil's ways.

People conceived and brought into life by GOD don't make a practice of sin.  How could they ?  
GOD’s Seed is deep within them, making them who they are.  It's not in the nature of the GOD-begotten 
to practice and parade sin.

The way we know we've been transferred from death to life is that we love our brothers and sisters.  
Anyone who doesn't love is as good as dead.

Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know very well that eternal life and murder 
don't go together.

This is how we've come to understand and experience love : CHRIST sacrificed HIS Life for us.  
This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves.
Children of GOD must come to the Understanding of Experiencing the Sacrificial Love of CHRIST.
1 John 4: 4 – 6 (NLT)
But you belong to GOD, my dear children.  You have already won a victory over those people, because the SPIRIT Who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.

Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the world's viewpoint, and the world listens to them.  But we belong to GOD, and those who know GOD listen to us.  If they do not belong to GOD, they do not listen to us.  

That is how we know if someone has the SPIRIT of Truth or the spirit of deception.
Without the Understanding of Experiencing the Love of CHRIST, the likelihood of listening to those of the World’s Perspective bringing in the spirit of deception to Adulterate the Truth of GOD. 
1 John 4: 13 – 16 (Message)

This is how we know we're living steadily and deeply in HIM, and HE in us: HE's given us life from HIS Life, from his very Own SPIRIT.   Also, we've seen for ourselves and continue to state openly that the FATHER sent HIS SON as Savior of the world.

Everyone who confesses that JESUS is GOD's Son participates continuously in an intimate relationship with GOD.

We know it so well, we've embraced it heart and soul, this love that comes from GOD.  GOD is Love.  
When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in GOD and GOD lives in us.
Thru our Intimacy of Relationship with GOD, we then take up Permanent Residence in GOD’s Love.
1 John 4: 17 – 18 (Message)
This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we're free of worry on Judgment Day - our standing in the world is identical with CHRIST's.

There is no room in love for fear.  Well-formed love banishes fear.  Since fear is crippling, a fearful life – 
fear of death, fear of judgment - is one not yet fully formed in love.

The Permanency in GOD’s Love is Matured & Completely Formed in us, when we No Longer Live
A Fearful Life which is Crippling & Paralyzing us in this World – the Worries & Cares in It.
1 Peter 5: 6 – 11 (NLT)

So humble yourselves under the Mighty Power of GOD, and at the right time 

HE will lift you up in honor.

Give all your worries and cares to GOD, for HE cares about you.

Stay alert!  Watch out for your great enemy, the devil.  He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.

Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith.  Remember that your Christian brothers and sisters 

all over the world are going through the same kind of suffering you are.

In HIS Kindness GOD called you to share in HIS Eternal Glory by means of CHRIST JESUS. 
So after you have suffered a little while, HE will restore, support, and strengthen you, and HE will place 
you on a firm foundation.  All Power to HIM Forever!  Amen.
In CHRIST, We are to Stand Firm in our Right Standing, by Being Humble in our Submission to HIM.

James 4: 6 – 8 (NLT)

But HE gives us even more grace to stand against such evil desires.  
As the Scriptures say, "GOD opposes the proud but favors the humble."

So humble yourselves before GOD.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Come close to GOD, and GOD will come close to you.  
Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between GOD and the world.
As we Live in Pureness of Heart, in Mind & in Deed, 
We are to Draw Close to GOD in Intimacy. 
When we Stand Firm in our Right Standing Position Boldly, In the Presence of the LORD,

Then we Resist the devil, ‘he’ has to flee, in JESUS’s Name. 
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