Aflame Community Church Sunday Sermon – 25 August 2013
Minister: Pastor Evelin Goh
Theme: PRECIOUS FAITH in the Knowledge of HIS LOVE

1 John 4: 16
And we have known and believed the love that GOD has for us. 

GOD is LOVE, and he who abides in LOVE abides in GOD and GOD in him.

Aflame values summed up – AFLAME with GOD's LOVE.

The Bible say GOD is also a consuming FIRE ~ Hebrews 12: 29

Hebrews 12: 28 - 29 (Message)
Do you see what we’ve got? An unshakable kingdom! And do you see how thankful we must be? Not only thankful, but brimming with worship, deeply reverent before GOD. 
For GOD is not an indifferent bystander. HE is actively cleaning house, torching all that needs 
to burn, and HE won’t quit until it’s all cleansed. GOD Himself is Fire!

It started with PRECIOUS FAITH - Through the True Knowledge of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.

2 Peter 1: 1 (Amplified)
Simon Peter a servant and apostle (special messenger) of JESUS CHRIST, to those who have received (obtained an equal privilege of) like PRECIOUS FAITH with ourselves in and through 
the Righteousness of our GOD and Savior JESUS CHRIST.

Peter called this faith PRECIOUS = VALUABLE.

What is Precious and Valuable to you ?

Peter valued this Precious FAITH in CHRIST, not in things.
His TRUST and FULL RELYING is in the Person of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Matthew 6: 21
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Our Heart will follow our Treasures.

The LORD gave us the Parable of the KINGDOM of Heaven.

Matthew 13: 44
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; 
and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

Matthew 13: 45 - 46
 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

JESUS’ First Batch of Disciples – Andrew (Peter's brother) and John, and then Peter, 

were like the Parable of Merchant seeking Beautiful Pearls...

They have heard from their Teacher John the Baptist about the coming MESSIAH...

Reference ~ John 1: 5 – 51
John 1 : 16 (Amplified)
For out of HIS Fullness (Abundance) we have all received [all had a share and we were all supplied with] one GRACE after another and SPIRITUAL BLESSING upon spiritual blessing and even FAVOR upon favor and GIFT [heaped] upon gift.

They left John and followed JESUS.

John 1: 38 (Amplified)
But JESUS turned, and as HE saw them following HIM, HE said to them, “WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ?  [And what is it you wish?]” And they answered HIM, “Rabbi--which translated Teacher--where are YOU staying?”

In the Message version: “What are you After?” – I believe JESUS will always ask that of everyone who comes to HIM…

Blind Bartimaeus ~ Mark 10: 46 - 51

Many of us got to know JESUS because we were after HIS help in Healing, Finance, Job, etc.
However when we get to know HIM more and more, we are Partaking HIS Divine Nature more and more.

The Love GOD has for us will always want our well being. 

2 Peter 1: 2 (Amplified)

May Grace (GOD's favor) and Peace (which is perfect well-being, all necessary good, 
all spiritual prosperity, and freedom from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts) 
be multiplied to you in [the full, personal, precise, and correct] knowledge of GOD and of 
JESUS our LORD.

3 John 1: 2
Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.

In this LIFE, we all want to prosper in all things.
But we must grow from Wanting to Being in HIS Likeness.
Not just for Life, but GODLINESS.

2 Peter 1: 3 (Amplified)

For HIS Divine Power has bestowed upon us all things that [are requisite and suited] to LIFE and GODLINESS through the [full, personal] knowledge of HIM WHO called us by and to HIS Own Glory and Excellence (Virtue).

1 John 4: 17 – 18 
LOVE  has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the Day of Judgment; because as HE is, so are we in this world.
There is no fear in LOVE; but Perfect LOVE casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 
But he who fears has not been made perfect in LOVE.

2 Peter 1: 4 (Amplified)
By means of these HE has bestowed on us HIS Precious and Exceedingly Great Promises, 
so that through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of covetousness (lust and greed), and become SHARERS (partakers) 
of the DIVINE NATURE.

Self life is NOT PARTAKING in the DIVINE NATURE of GOD.
It Robs us of GOD's Riches and Power from our life .

Self Life – Putting Self Interest on the Throne of our Heart, not the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

We are invited to be Sharers and Partakers – It's like a good perfume...

The Precious Faith is GOD's Gift to us – Treasure it.

Self Life blocks the Flow of HIS Divine Nature into our heart and being – 
Corruption & Decay set in ...

GOD holds us responsible for HIS POWER, GLORY and GRACE Manifested in us as individual as well as The Church Body.

To Do the Work of Righteousness – Making Disciples of All Nations, Subdue evil, Lavish the Grace of GOD upon others, Triumph over circumstances...


2 Corinthians 9: 8 (Amplified)
And GOD  is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, 
so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation].

Full of GOD and being Generous in your Attitude, Good Report, and in Place of Victory in GOD's Divine Nature.

Daniel 11: 32 – 33a (Amplified)
And such as violate the covenant he shall pervert and seduce with flatteries, but the people who know their GOD shall prove themselves strong and shall stand firm and do exploits [for GOD]. 
And they who are wise and understanding among the people shall instruct many and make them understand.

3 John 1: 3 – 4 (NET)
For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, just as you are living according to the TRUTH. I have no greater joy than this: to hear that MY children are living according to the TRUTH.

It is not head knowledge, but Partakers and Sharers of the Living WORD HIMSELF – 
You Live It.

The Living WORD transformed Peter, John, Saul of Tarsus to Paul and so on...

Attitude of Wanting More of GOD, and a Broken Spirit is needed.

GOD has got much more for us to attain than we ourselves can ever attain.

1 Corinthians 2: 6 – 7  
However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.
But we speak the Wisdom of GOD in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which GOD ordained before the ages for our glory.

1 Corinthians 2: 8a - 10
Which none of the rulers of this age knew...
But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man 
The things which GOD has prepared for those who love HIM.”
But GOD has revealed them to us through HIS SPIRIT. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, 
the deep things of GOD.

A Pastor’s Dream and Vision 3 days before 9/11 and later another Vision and Dream…

We are closer to entering Tribulation and Persecution than you think...

The Rise and Fall of Nations have been foretold in the Bible long before it happened.  
And we see it fulfilled in the Bible.
Some are yet to be fulfilled ...

GOD want ALL NATIONS...

Isaiah 49: 9 – 12 (NET) 
You will say to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ and to those who are in dark dungeons, ‘Emerge.’ 
They will graze beside the roads; on all the slopes they will find pasture. 
They will not be hungry or thirsty; the sun’s oppressive heat will not beat down on them, 
for one who has compassion on them will guide them; he will lead them to springs of water. 
I will make all my mountains into a road; I will construct my roadways.” 
Look, they come from far away! Look, some come from the north and west, 
and others from the land of Sinim!

Isaiah 49: 12 (Amplified) 
Behold, these shall come from afar--and, behold, these from the north and from the west, and these from the land of Sinim (China).
COMMUNION

Reference ~ Hebrews 9: 11 – 15 (NLT), 26b, 28 
Hebrews 9: 12 (Amplified)

HE went Once for All into the [Holy of] Holies [of Heaven], not by virtue of the blood of goats and calves [by which to make reconciliation between GOD and man], but HIS Own Blood, 
having found and secured a complete redemption (an everlasting release for us).

Reference ~ Hebrews 10: 3 – 4 
Hebrews 10: 10 (Amplified)

And in accordance with this Will [of GOD], we have been made Holy (Consecrated and Sanctified) through the Offering made Once for All of the Body of JESUS CHRIST (the Anointed ONE).

