 Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 05 February 2012
Minister               :    Pastor Jimmy Goh

Theme                 :    Victorious Faith Overcoming World (1)
FAITH Living is A Fight of FAITH to Overcome this World’s Attractions offered to be Carnal (Old Man).  

1 John 5: 4 - 5 (Amplified)

For whatever is born of GOD is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the world, 
even our faith.

Who is it that is victorious over [that conquers] the world but he who believes that JESUS is the Son of GOD [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on that fact] ?
Who is Ruling this World ?  this Age ?  That our FAITH is to Overcome these Rulers to be Victorious.

Ephesians 3: 9 – 12 (NKJ), 10 (NLT)
And to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages 
has been hidden in GOD Who created all things through JESUS CHRIST; to the intent that now 
the manifold Wisdom of GOD might be made known by the Church to the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places, according to the Eternal Purpose which HE accomplished in CHRIST JESUS 
our LORD, in Whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in HIM.

GOD's Purpose in all this was to use the Church to display HIS Wisdom in its Rich Variety to all 
the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

A Victorious Person – Must be ReBorn of the SPIRIT of GOD from Believing in JESUS as GOD’s SON.

1 Peter 1: 21 – 23 (Amplified), 23 (NKJ)

Through HIM you believe in (adhere to, rely on) GOD, Who raised HIM up from the dead and gave HIM 
Honor and Glory, so that your faith and hope are [centered and rest] in GOD.

Since by your obedience to the Truth through the [HOLY] SPIRIT you have purified your hearts for 
the sincere affection of the brethren, [see that you] love one another fervently from a pure heart.

You have been regenerated (born again), not from a mortal origin (seed, sperm), but from one that 
is immortal by the ever living and lasting Word of GOD.
Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but Incorruptible, through the Word of GOD which 
lives and abides forever.

A Believer is ReBirth by the Power of the Truth & the SPIRIT, the Corruptible Old Seed is Regenerated. 

JESUS Spoke of HIMSELF as the SEED that Must Die to Give LIFE to the Corruptible Seeds 

(Old Human Nature without GOD) – John 12: 23 – 25  

Then the Victorious ReBorn Christian – Must Know WHO is your Enemy out to Steal, Kill & Destroy.

John 10: 10 (NLT) / (Amplified)

“The thief's purpose is to steal and kill and destroy.  MY Purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.”
“The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have and enjoy life, 
and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).

A Victorious Christian Live & Enjoy this Life to the Full & Overflowing, Fighting A Good Life of FAITH.

John 16: 11 (NLT)

Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged.

Thieving Spiritual Enemy is also the Ruler of this World, whose Power is to Blind Unbelievers’ Mind.

2 Corinthians 4: 3 – 4 (NLT)

If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are perishing.  
Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don't believe.  They are 
unable to see the Glorious Light of the Good News.  

They don't understand this Message about the Glory of CHRIST, Who is the exact Likeness of GOD.

2 Corinthians 2: 10 – 11 (NLT)

When you forgive this man, I forgive him, too.  And when I forgive whatever needs to be forgiven, 
I do so with CHRIST's Authority for your benefit, so that Satan will not outsmart us.  For we are familiar 
with his evil schemes.

The Spiritual Enemy Schemes & Strategizes All Evil to Destroy Unbelievers & Outsmart Believers. 

Ephesians 6: 10 - 12 (NLT)

A final word: Be strong in the LORD and in HIS Mighty Power.

Put on all of GOD's Armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil.

For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the 
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.
KNOW How to FIGHT this Good Life of FAITH, to WIN & be VICTORIOUS to the End of the Set Race.

JESUS Tells us to ‘Die to this Life’ if we want to Follow HIM, to Deny Self, to Forsake All in this Life.    

John 12: 26

"If anyone serves ME, let him follow ME; and where I am, there MY servant will be also. 
If anyone serves ME, him MY FATHER will honor.”
Luke 14: 27, 33

“And whoever does not bear his cross and come after ME cannot be MY disciple.

So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be MY disciple.”

Matthew 16: 24 - 25

Then JESUS said to HIS disciples, "If anyone desires to come after ME, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow ME.

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for MY Sake will find it.”

As JESUS’ Disciples, we are to Serve & Follow HIM, Bear Own Cross, Forsake All, & Deny Self. 
FAITH is Walking Trusting the LORD by Habitually Living in the Truth and by the SPIRIT of GOD. Progressively Renewing by the SPIRIT of our Desires & Mind in the Unseen that are Pleasing to HIM. 
Romans 8: 8 (Amplified), 8 – 9 (NKJ)
So then those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to the appetites and impulses of their carnal nature] cannot please or satisfy GOD, or be acceptable to HIM.
So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please GOD.

But you are not in the flesh but in the SPIRIT, if indeed the SPIRIT of GOD dwells in you.  
Now if anyone does not have the SPIRIT of CHRIST, he is not HIS.

Carnal Christians who Compromises to the Old Nature, Cannot Please GOD as HE Cannot be Mocked.

Carnal Christians Cannot Progress in GOD’s Matters, their Faith will Not Develop as their Mind is Set. 

Romans 12: 1 - 2 (Amplified)

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of GOD, to make a 
decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, 
holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to GOD, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) 
service and spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], 
so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and Perfect Will of GOD, even 
the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in HIS Sight for you].

MIND Renewal Transformation Process starts by Dedication to GOD’s Purpose to Fully Please HIM, 

By Total Surrender of Members & Faculties of our Body as Living Sacrifice to HIM, for HIS Service.

FAITH Living is to Rely on GOD, by Not Relying & Feeding from World, Patterned & Adapted to It. 

Romans 5: 17 (NLT)
For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many.  But even greater is GOD's 
Wonderful Grace and HIS Gift of Righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin 
and death through this One MAN, JESUS CHRIST.

Victorious Christians are to have Sound & Clear Mind, Not be Fearful of Death & Suffering Hardship.

2 Timothy 4: 5a, 8b (NLT)
But you should keep a clear mind in every situation.  Don't be afraid of suffering for the LORD. 
And the Prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to HIS Appearing.
1 Timothy 1: 18 – 19

This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, 
that by them you may wage the good warfare, having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck.
Soft Christians whose Faith are not Being Built to be Tested by Storms of Lives, Lost by Shipwreck. 

JESUS warned us ‘In this Life, there will be Trouble, but HE Overcame All these World’s Troubles.’ 

Acts 14: 21 - 22 (NLT)

After preaching the Good News in Derbe and making many disciples, Paul and Barnabas returned to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia,where they strengthened the believers. They encouraged them 
to continue in the faith, reminding them that we must suffer many hardships to enter the Kingdom of GOD.

James 1: 2 - 4 (Message), 2 – 4 (NKJ)

Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides.  You know that 
under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors.  So don't try to get out of anything prematurely.  Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way.

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Overcoming Christians take Trials & Temptations with JoyFull Spirit to Develop Faith to Higher Level.

James 1: 12 – 15 (Amplified)

Blessed (happy, to be envied) is the man who is patient under trial and stands up under temptation, 
for when he has stood the test and been approved, he will receive [the victor's] crown of life which 
GOD has promised to those who love HIM.

Let no one say when he is tempted, I am tempted from GOD; for GOD is incapable of being tempted 
by [what is] evil and HE Himself tempts no one.

But every person is tempted when he is drawn away, enticed and baited by his own evil desire 
(lust, passions). Then the evil desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin, when it 
is fully matured, brings forth death.

Living in CHRIST by Faith, is to Believe Beyond any doubt that our GOD is Good & Faithful. 

James 1: 16 – 18 (Amplified)

Do not be misled, my beloved brethren.  Every good gift and every perfect (free, large, full) gift is from above; it comes down from the FATHER of all [that gives] Light, in [the shining of] Whom there can be no variation [rising or setting] or shadow cast by HIS turning [as in an eclipse].

And it was of HIS Own [free] will that HE gave us birth [as sons] by [HIS] Word of Truth, so that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of HIS creatures [a sample of what HE created to be consecrated to Himself].

Our Victorious Faith to Overcome this World’s enticing Evil, as we Fully Believe in GOD’s Goodness. 

Hebrews 4: 14 - 16 (Amplified)

Inasmuch then as we have a Great High Priest Who has [already] ascended and passed through the heavens, JESUS the Son of GOD, let us hold fast our confession [of faith in HIM].

For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to understand and sympathize and have a 
shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities and liability to the assaults of temptation, but 
One Who has been tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sinning.

Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the Throne of Grace (the Throne of 
GOD's unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace 
to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it].

Victorious FAITH is our Overcoming Strength to Trust the LORD for HIS Forgiveness & HIS Grace.

JESUS was A Sinless Human Who Overcame to Sit on HIS Heavenly Throne Forever, as HIGH PRIEST.  

By our Victorious Faith, are we Releasing All seems Most Valuable to be as Garbage, for JESUS ?
Philippians 3: 7 – 9 (NLT)

I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what CHRIST 

has done.  Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the Infinite Value of knowing CHRIST JESUS my LORD.  For HIS Sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that 
I could gain CHRIST and become one with HIM.  I no longer count on my own righteousness through 
obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in CHRIST.  
For GOD's Way of making us right with HIMSELF depends on faith.

FAITH is Progressively Knowing our GOD, to Find HIS Grace – By Coming to JESUS Intimately.

Philippians 3: 10 – 12 (Amplified)

[For my determined purpose is] that I may know HIM [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with HIM, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the Wonders of HIS Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the Power outflowing from HIS Resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share HIS sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into HIS Likeness even] to HIS death, [in the hope].

That if possible I may attain to the [spiritual and moral] resurrection [that lifts me] out from among the dead [even while in the body].  Not that I have now attained [this ideal], or have already been made perfect, 
but I press on to lay hold of (grasp) and make my own, that for which CHRIST JESUS (the Messiah) 
has laid hold of me and made me HIS Own.
In CHRIST, is Daily to Die to Self to Deny Self, to Forsake All, Conforming to HIS Death & Sufferings.

By our sharing in HIS Suffering is to Draw HIS Resurrection Power for our spiritman to be Continually Transformed more & more into HIS Likeness (New Man Nature).  

Philippians 3: 13 - 15 
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 
I press toward the Goal for the Prize of the Upward Call of GOD in CHRIST JESUS.

Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, 
GOD will reveal even this to you.
Spiritually Renewing our Mind in Attitude & Ideal to Consider ourselves as Not Yet Achieve ALL 

To Complete the Race that is Set for us Individually.

To be Humble Hearted to Focus on Completing the Set Race for the Prize that is Not Attained Yet.

~  PROGRESS ON.
~  PRESS ON  

    >  LAY HOLD – Tenacity to Hold-on (Grasp) What JESUS has Laid-hold on us - ‘Bull-Dog’ Faith.

~  FORGETTING PAST, THINGS BEHIND  

    > Put Off /Strip Off the Old Man (Ephesians 4: 22)

~  REACHING FORWARD, THINGS AHEAD 

    >  Put On the New Man / New Creation Within (Ephesians 4: 24)

~  PRESS TOWARD

    >  UPWARD CALL

~  SAME GOAL 

    > SAME PRIZE

~  SAME MIND, SAME MATURITY in FAITH.  

    >  RENEWED in the Spirit of the Mind (Ephesians 4: 23), to Complete, Not to Compete with others.    

    >  MIND of CHRIST, as All in Same BODY of CHRIST.
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