Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 10 March 2013

Minister               :    Pastor Jimmy Goh

Theme                 :    Function in FruitFullness – Saving Souls  (4)
GOD Save us to Progressively Working Within for Complete Changes in us , so we Fulfill HIS Promise.
2 Peter 3: 9 (Amplified)

The LORD does not delay and is not tardy or slow about what HE promises, according to some people's conception of slowness, but HE is long-suffering (extraordinarily patient) toward you, not desiring that 

any should perish, but that all should turn to repentance.
The LORD is Anointing HIS Church, so as to be Effective in Winning Souls for GOD’s Kingdom.

1 Corinthians 9: 19 (NKJ/ NLT)

For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more.
Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to bring many to CHRIST.
Our Objective is to Win them into GOD-Saved Life by the Message of CHRIST, with GOD’s Favor 

& Blessings of Freedom to Reachout to Many / Wide Range of All Kind of People, on Sinners’ Level.
Relate to Sinners on Common Ground as the Human Common Denominator is All are Sinners, to Repent. 

~  So by Repentance for Forgiveness of Sins, Sinners are Converted & be ReBirth to Be HIS ReCreation.   

~ The Most Common Denominator is All are Human & are Sinners, All are Imperfect by GOD’s Perfection. 

Be on same Discerning Level, to be on their Common Ground, they start to Taste GOD’s Multi Flavor.

In the World we are to Speak of the Message of Reconciliation of GOD’s Super Grace of HIS Faithfulness.

From Peter’s Vision to Correct Church Bias Attitude that ‘Common’ People are ‘Unclean‘ in GOD’s Sight, 

All Kind of Unclean ‘Common’ People Can & Will be Sanctified by GOD to Save - READ Acts 10. 

Our Task is Reconciling People Back to GOD, Not Being Bias & Focus on How ‘Unclean’ A Sinner is. 

2 Corinthians 5: 18 -19 (NLT)

And GOD has given us this task of reconciling people to HIM.

For GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the world to HIMSELF, no longer counting people's sins against them.  

And HE gave us this wonderful Message of Reconciliation.
Anyone is Wise by Task of Winning Souls, ‘Fishing’ to Gather them to be Reconciled Back to GOD for Eternity - Forever Living with GOD and with us as Forever Friends & Neighbors -  Proverbs 11: 30. 

From Jude 22 - 23 (NLT/NKJ)

~ Those who Wander away, Astray, after the Truth has set them free from Bondage from Sin, their Faith

   has wavered - Back Sinning.  Showing them Mercy, Making A Distinction in Effort to Bring them Back.

~ Those who are ‘Hardened Sinners’, Hardened Hearts, to Rescue by Pursuing them in their Sinful 

   Environment, by Effort to Pull them Out of ‘Hell Fire’, Do so with Godly Fear of Being Spiritually Defiled.  

True Repentance is to be Remorse over Sinful Past for Restoration, Renewal & Restitution.

- The LORD is not desiring that any should perish, but that all should turn to repentance. (2 Peter 3: 9b)

To Repent is NOT to Regret, but to Feel Remorse for ‘Wrongs’ for A Change of Mind for A Better Option. 

2 Corinthians 7: 9 - 10a (NLT)
Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and change 
your ways. It was the kind of sorrow GOD wants HIS people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way. 

For the kind of sorrow GOD wants us to experience leads us away from sin and results in salvation. 

There's no regret for that kind of sorrow. 

Repentance of Zacchaeus is True Repentance leading to Salvation -  Luke 19: 1 - 10

>  Godly Sorrow of the ‘Wrongs’ - Corruption & Greed to Collect Taxes by False Accusation & Extortion.

>  Immediately Received JESUS Joyfully & Followed HIS Instructions - Desire to Obey GOD’s Truth.

>  Immediately Honor JESUS as ‘LORD’ - Acknowledged HIM as his LORD, he Called JESUS, ‘LORD’.
>  Restoration > Character Transformation - Corruption of Greed to Being Kind, Generous & Charitable.

>  Immediately Desire to Make Right with GOD & with Men 
       -  By Act of Restitution.

· By Giving Half of his Wealth to the Poor & Needy.
· By Restoring Back to Others 4 times Amount that was Taken by Falsely Accusation - Extortion.

· Complete Reformation & On Going Process of Irreversible Change to GOD’s Righteousness.

Luke 19: 9 - 10 

And JESUS said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 
for the SON of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."

Review of True Repentance of Any Sinner :

~   Made Sorry in A Godly Manner by GOD’s Ways, as Not just having many ‘Regrets’.
~   Sorrow / Distress that leads to Genuine Repentance. 

~   Sorrow even how severe, that is Not Ever to be Regretted.

~   Godly Sorrow brings Diligence in Quickening Desire to ‘Clear Off’ Self of Old Nature.

~   Hastening to Get Things Right Immediately > Godly Fear to Proof ‘Right‘ as All ‘Debts‘ are Cleared.

2 Corinthians 7: 11 - 13a (NLT)
Just see what this godly sorrow produced in you !  Such earnestness, such concern to clear yourselves,

such indignation, such alarm, such longing to see me, such zeal, and such a readiness to punish wrong. 

You showed that you have done everything necessary to make things right.

My purpose, then, was not to write about who did the wrong or who was wronged. 

I wrote to you so that in the Sight of GOD you could see for yourselves how loyal you are to us.  

We have been greatly encouraged by this. 

False Repentance vs True Repentance > Leads to Destruction in Life  > Back to ‘Spiritual Death’. 

2 Corinthians 7: 10b (NLT)
But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death.

Matthew 18: 7
"What sorrow awaits the world, because it tempts people to sin. Temptations are inevitable, but what sorrow awaits the person who does the tempting.”

We are to Deal with Issues Open to World Temptation to Sin, cause Worldly Sorrow -  Matthew 18: 8 - 9.

The Continuous Regrets of False Repentance Causes Much Worldly Sorrows in Lives of So-Called ‘Christians’.

2 Corinthians 7: 10 - 11 (Message)
Distress that drives us to GOD does that. It turns us around. It gets us back in the way of salvation. 

We never regret that kind of pain.  But those who let distress drive them away from GOD are full of regrets, 

end up on a deathbed of regrets.

And now, isn't it wonderful all the ways in which this distress has goaded you closer to GOD ?  
You're more alive, more concerned, more sensitive, more reverent, more human, more passionate, more responsible.   Looked at from any angle, you've come out of this with purity of heart.

False Repentance Causing Worldly Sorrow :

~  Worldly Motive in Consideration >  Personal Happiness / Future / Self-centered Desires.

~  Motivated by Danger in life, Bad Health, Worldly Fear, Disgrace, Financial Stress, Bankruptcy. 

~  Anxiety from Worldly Perspective, Stress/ Distress from Worldly Consideration.

Evidence of False Repentance, Not Leading to Salvation :

~  Regrets Continually with ‘1,000 Apologies’ buried in ‘Root of Self‘ >  Just being Miserable about it.

~  No Change of Mind / No Change of Feeling about it  >  Numb about it.

~  Abstaining from the ‘Sin‘ out of Fear of Consequences resulting from it,  eg sickness, disaster, death.

~  Continually Diminishing the Severity of ‘Sin‘ in own terms, eg smoking, drinking, gambling.

~  Partial Reformation, but still love the Sin that Not Willing to Make Right with GOD.        

When Conviction is for True Repentance > Conscience is Remorse that ‘Spiritual Death’ will Result Without the Remission /Removal of the ‘Iniquity of Sins’ in A True Believer of GOD. 

Exodus 20: 5b - 6

“For I, the LORD your GOD, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the 

third and fourth generations of those who hate ME, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love ME 

and keep MY Commandments.”

Psalm 51: 5

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.

Principle of Sowing & Reaping applies to sins - He who sows iniquity will reap sorrow (Proverbs 22: 8a). 

Psalm 51: 1 - 3

Have mercy upon me, O GOD, according to YOUR lovingkindness; according to the multitude of 

YOUR tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

Psalm 40: 11 - 13

Do not withhold YOUR tender mercies from me, O LORD; let YOUR lovingkindness and YOUR Truth 

continually preserve me.  For innumerable evils have surrounded me; my iniquities have overtaken me, 

so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of my head; therefore my heart fails me.

Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me !

Iniquity of Sins is Sown in the Heart, so All Issues of Heart be Dealt with & Cleansed Off & Blotted Out. 

Psalm 66: 18

If I regard iniquity in my heart, The LORD will not hear.

Why Does GOD have to allow Incurable Sorrow ?  Our Iniquities are Plenty, Our Sins are on the Increase.

Jeremiah 30:  12 - 15

"For thus says the LORD: 'Your affliction is incurable, your wound is severe.

There is no one to plead your cause, that you may be bound up; You have no healing medicines.

All your lovers have forgotten you; they do not seek you; for I have wounded you with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of your iniquities, because your sins have increased.

Why do you cry about your affliction ?  Your sorrow is incurable. 

Because of the multitude of your iniquities, because your sins have increased, I have done these things to you.”

The LORD GOD is the Only ONE Who can Direct our Future & Destiny without Iniquity Controlling us.  

Psalm 119: 133

Direct my steps by YOUR Word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me.

Isaiah 53: 6, 11b, 12b

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.

And He was numbered with the transgressors, and HE bore the sin of many, and made Intercession for the transgressors.

JESUS CHRIST the Only ONE Who Fulfilled as Spoken & Written to Deal with Iniquity of All Generations. 

Acts 2: 38 - 39 

Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the Name of JESUS CHRIST for 

the remission of sins; and you shall receive the Gift of the HOLY SPIRIT.  For the Promise is to you and to 

your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the LORD our GOD will call."

Acts 3: 18 - 21

“But those things which GOD foretold by the mouth of all HIS prophets, that the CHRIST would suffer, 

HE has thus fulfilled.

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may 

come from the Presence of the LORD, and that HE may send JESUS CHRIST, Who was preached to you before, Whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which GOD has spoken by the mouth of all HIS holy prophets since the world began.”

Acts 20: 21 (NLT)

I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike - the necessity of repenting from sin and turning to GOD, 

and of having faith in our LORD JESUS.

John 3: 16 - 17 (NLT)

"For GOD loved the world so much that HE gave HIS One and Only SON, so that everyone who believes 

in HIM will not perish but have eternal life.

GOD sent HIS SON into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through HIM.”

Conviction by the HOLY SPIRIT is to for True Repentance of Mind & Heart to be by Mouth Confession. 
Romans 10: 8 - 10 (NLT)

In fact, it says, "The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart." And that message is 
the very message about faith that we preach:

If you confess with your mouth that JESUS is LORD and believe in your heart that GOD raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with GOD, and it is by confessing with your mouth 
that you are saved.

After Conviction, then Confession, then the Power of Conversion of Sinner from ‘Darkness’ to ‘Light’. 
Hebrews 9: 27 - 28 (NLT)

And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment,

so also CHRIST died once for all time as a Sacrifice to take away the sins of many people.  

HE will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for HIM.

Hebrews 10: 10 (NLT), 14, 18 - 19

For GOD's Will was for us to be made holy by the Sacrifice of the Body of JESUS CHRIST, once for all time.

For by one Offering HE has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.  
Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the Blood of JESUS.

Hebrews 10: 37 - 39 (NLT)

"For in just a little while, the Coming ONE will come and not delay.

And My righteous ones will live by faith.  But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away."

But we are not like those who turn away from GOD to their own destruction.  We are the faithful ones, 

whose souls will be saved.

Our LORD JESUS CHRIST is Coming Back Soon, No More for Conviction & Conversion,

As HE is Coming Back for Those Whose Faith is Still in CHRIST, as ‘Wise Virgins’.
