Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 10 July 2011
Minister               :    Elder Benny Suwarno
Theme                    :    THE  TRUE  CHURCH  (2)
7 Churches in Asia
The Church of Ephesus

The Church of Smyrna

The Church of Pergamos

The Church of Thyatira

The Church of Sardis

The Church of Philadelphia

The Church of Laodicea
The Church of Pergamos – Revelation 2: 12 – 17
Revelation 2: 12 – 13

“And to the angel of the Church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says HE who has the sharp two-edged sword: “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to MY Name, and did not deny MY faith even in the days in which Antipas was MY faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.
To the Angel of the Church – Lit. “The Messenger”, the Oversight, the Leading Leader or Senior Minister.
The Meaning of Pergamos :

~ Marriages, married to power, married to worldly power.
~ Height, elevation, lofty, castle, high tower.
Pergamos was an important city, was made the capital of Asia. Emperor worship 
was essential. Those who refused or failed to worship the emperor were persecuted/martyred. This city became the centre of adultery and immorality, 
where idol worship/temple were everywhere.
One of the gods in this city was asklepios – the god of healing, which has the 
symbol of a snake.  Many travelled to Pergamos to seek cure for their illness/healing. 
Indeed Pergamos was called Satan’s throne.
Commendation / Praise – They hold fast to HIS Name and did not deny the faith even though they went through persecution and death threat.
Revelation 2: 14 – 15
“But I have few things against you, because you have there those who hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, 
to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 
Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.”
The Warning: Doctrine of Balaam and Nicolaitans

GOD is always concern about doctrine/teaching which a Church holds/believes.

The LORD does not want HIS Church to be carried about with every wind of doctrine. 
Ref ~ Ephesians 4: 14
Balaam – means glutton, destroyer and corrupter of the people.
Ref ~ Numbers 22 – 24 
King Balak sent a messenger to hire Balaam the prophet to curse the Israelites for him. 
The LORD warned him not to go with the people whom Balak sent, but he was disobedient and compromised. Because of his worldly lust, he was greedy for the rewards Balak offered him. GOD used his donkey to speak and rebuke him. Later on Balaam taught Balak how to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel by eating food sacrificed to idols and committing sexual immorality. Balaam brought about an unholy alliance, a marriage 

between Israel and Moab.  

~ Speaks of mixtures, with the world.

Nicolaitans has the same/similar meaning to Balaam. The doctrine is the same, 
though the names are different. Both doctrines GOD hates. Read Jude 4 (NLT).
Their doctrines teach about GOD’s Grace allowing us to live immoral lives and 
conforming to the world. 

The True Church are to be Overcomers !!! Not to compromise/conform to the world.
In John 17 JESUS reminded us that even though we are in the world, we are NOT of the world.
Romans 12: 2 (Message)
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on GOD. You’ll be changed from the inside out. 
Readily recognize what HE wants from you, and quickly respond to it. 
Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, 
GOD brings the best out of you, develops well formed maturity in you.
1 John 2: 15 – 17 (Message)

Don’t love the world’s ways. Don’t love the world’s goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the FATHER. Practically everything that goes on in the world – wanting your own way, wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear important – has nothing to do with the FATHER. It just isolates you from HIM. The world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting 
is on the way out – but whoever does what GOD wants is set for eternity.
Luke 17: 32
“Remember Lot’s wife”.
As her heart was still for Sodom, she looked back to Sodom and became a pillar of salt. 
Revelation 2: 16 – 17 
Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the Sword of MY Mouth. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the SPIRIT says to the Churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.”
Promises to the Overcomers:
* Hidden manna 

~ Manna (in Exodus) was the bread from heaven for the Israelites to eat while they were 
   in wilderness.
~ (In Exodus 16 & Hebrew 9) the ‘hidden manna’ was in golden pot in the holiest of all, 
   behind the veil, it was preserved incorruptible in the Presence of GOD for many years. 

~ It speaks of the incorruptible, immortal and eternal life HE promised.

John 6: 35, 40

And JESUS said to them, “I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to ME shall never hunger, and he who believes in ME shall never thirst. 
And this is the Will of HIM who sent ME, that everyone who sees the SON and believes in HIM may have Everlasting Life and I will raise him up at the last day”.
*White Stone

Several Pergamos customs recorded have special significance related to the promise of the white stone.

~ Stone of Acquittal – In the court of justice, the custom was to give a black stone to the one 
   who is guilty and white stone to signify acquittal (not guilty).
~ Also symbolizes Victory – Many times white stones were given to the victor returning from 
   the battles fought and victories won. Also symbolizes citizenship.
*New name

New name always signifies a new nature, new character or the new ministry to be fulfilled.     Eg. Abram – Abraham, Sarai – Sarah, Saul – Paul. 
The True Church (Bride of CHRIST) receives the new name. 
Just as a bride takes her husband’s name.

The Church of Thyatira  - Revelation 2: 18 – 29 
The longest letter compared to the other Churches. 
Revelation 2: 18 – 19 
“And to the angel of the Church in Thyatira write, ’These things says the SON OF GOD, 
who has Eyes like a flame of fire, and HIS Feet like fine brass: “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.”
The Meaning of Thyatira :

~ Ruled by a woman, dominating female, a daughter or feminine oppressor.

~ Sacrifice of the mass, burning incense.
~ Sweet sacrifice of labour and sacrifice of contrition.
Thyatira is a city with many trade guilds (commercial) – potter, rope-maker, leather worker, dyer and many more. They are famous for the purple dye (expensive, come from roots 

of a tree). This was the city where Lydia  in Acts 16: 14 came from. The city was full of idol worship and immorality. No one could be part of/belong to the trade guild unless they 
belong to the temple worshippers of Apollo the sun-god.
The title JESUS used to describe HIMSELF to the Church of Thyatira indicates something seriously wrong in the Church. (HIS Eyes like a flame of fire and HIS Feet like fine brass).
~ Eyes as flame of fire – Symbolizes searching, piercing, flaming fire of holiness and 
   judgment against sin. HE sees everything  deep within, nothing can be hidden from HIM.
~ Feet like fine brass – Brass is always the symbol of judgment (against sin).
   Anything that is contrary against HIS Word and HIS Will must be crushed under HIS Feet. 

Commendation / Praise – The Thyatira Church received praise from the LORD for their works. Amplified - the works are more numerous and greater than their first ones.

Revelation 2: 20 – The Warning
“Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce MY servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.”
~ The name Jezebel was used to symbolize the doctrine/teaching that is contrary to 
   GOD’S Word, causing people to turn away from the LORD, introducing immorality 
   and idolatry.  
~ Jezebel – In 1 Kings 
   She was a Baal worshipper, who supported the false prophets and priest of Baal. 
   Married to Ahab (King of the house of Israel). She gained power and tried to kill true   

   prophets of the LORD. Elijah was one of them. She caused her husband Ahab to turn 
   away from the LORD and brought into Israel image and idol worship. 
   Because of her, Ahab became one the worse Kings of the house of Israel.
~ The Doctrine of Jezebel was a corrupting and impure doctrine, like Balaam and  

   Nicolaitans.
Revelation 2: 21 – 23 
“And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed 
I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the Churches 
shall know that I AM HE Who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one 
of you according to your works.”
~ GOD gives time to repent. Once time in which to repent runs out, then comes judgment.
   2 Peter 3: 9 – GOD is not willing any to perish but all to come to repentance.

Revelation 2: 24 – 29 
“Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, 
which have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. “And he who overcomes, and keeps MY works 
until the end, to him I will give power over the nations - ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’ – as I also have received from 
MY FATHER; and I will give him the morning star. “He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the SPIRIT says to the Churches.”
2 Timothy 4: 3 – 4 (NLT)
For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever 
their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the Truth and chase after myths.

2 Timothy 4: 3 – 4 (Message)

You’re going to find that there will be times when people will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk food – catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. 
They’ll turn their backs on Truth and chase mirages.
The True Church (Bride of CHRIST) loves and hungers for the Truth of GOD.
1 Peter 2: 2 – 3 (Amplified)
Like newborn babies you should crave (thirst for, earnestly desire) the pure (unadulterated) spiritual milk, that by it you may be nurtured and grow unto (completed) salvation, since 
you have (already) tasted the goodness and kindness of the LORD.
Promises to the Overcomers:
* Given power over the nations.
* Rule with rod of iron.
* HE will give the Morning Star.  
  Revelation 22: 16 – HE is the Bright and Morning Star. Speaks of the revelation of the 
  LORD JESUS CHRIST Himself to the believers.
The Church of Sardis – Revelation 3: 1 – 6 
Revelation 3: 1

”And to the angel of the Church in Sardis write, ‘These things says HE who has the seven Spirits of GOD and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.”
7 Spirits of GOD – does not mean that there are seven HOLY SPIRIT but one.

7 is the number of completeness, fullness, and perfection. 

It speaks of the perfection of the SPIRIT’S operation and power on earth 

(HIS Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence).
The Meaning of Sardis : 

~ The remnant, escaping one, those who come out.
~ That which remains, a precious stone/jewel, Shining Light.
Sardis was the ancient capital of Lydia, one of the most wealthy and renowned cities of Asia. They mined gold, it was believed that gold coins was first minted there. 
It was located on top of a high hill and surrounded by high walls. 
Due to their complacency, twice the city was taken by surprise.
Sardis has a name and reputation to be an alive Church, but in GOD’S eyes they are dead.

Amplified – “You are supposed to be alive but in reality you are dead”.
Why are they dead in GOD’S eyes?

Revelation 3: 2

Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before GOD.

The word Watch in dictionary: 

~ To look or observe attentively/carefully over period of time, to look and wait expectantly or 
   in anticipation, follow closely or maintain an interest in.
Opposite of watchful:

~ Sleepy and slumbering. JESUS always taught HIS disciples to be watchful.

  (Matthew 26) JESUS brought Peter, James and John to the Garden of Gethsemane 
  and found them sleeping. V41 JESUS told them to “WATCH AND PRAY”.
The SARDIS Church doesn’t have the wrong doctrine like the other 2 Churches in Pergamos and Thyatira (doctrine of Balaam, Nicolaitans and Jezebel), but they are not being watchful (asleep/spiritually dead).
We as HIS True Church (Bride of CHRIST) are to be WATCHFULL and PRAYERFULL. 
Importance of Watchfulness:

Luke 21: 34 – 36 
“But take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. “For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass and to stand before the SON OF MAN.”

What cause us to NOT be Watchful?

Amp – self indulgence, drunkenness, worldly worries and cares pertaining to the business of this life.

 Mark 13: 32 – 37 
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the SON, 

but only the FATHER. Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. 

It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. Watch therefore, 
for you do not know when the master of the house is coming – in the evening, at midnight, 
at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning – lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to ALL : WATCH !”
We are to be Watchful and Prayerful by : Ephesians 5 :10 – 18
~ Finding out what is acceptable to the LORD.
~ Walking in the Light, have no fellowship with unfruitful work of darkness.

~ Walk circumspectly, wisely by redeeming the time and understand the Will of the LORD. 
~ Be filled with the HOLY SPIRIT and giving thanks always to the LORD.
V14. Awake you who sleep, Arise from the dead and CHRIST will give you Light.  

Revelation 3: 3 – 6
“Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. 
Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know 
what hour I will come upon you. You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; they shall walk with ME in white, for they are worthy. He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; 
but I will confess his name before MY FATHER and before HIS angels. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the SPIRIT says to the Churches”.
Promises to the Overcomers:
*Walk with HIM in white and be clothed in white garments.

White – Represents Holiness, Purity, Righteousness, and Cleanliness. 
Also speaks of priestly ministry.

*Not blot out our names from the Book of Life.
Book of Life – Where GOD records every person’s life, thoughts, words, deeds/motives. 
The name of HIS own (those who belong to HIM) are in the Book of Life. 
The Warning : Unless they repent, the dead had their names blot out.

Example: Prodigal son who came back to the father (repentance). 

Luke 15:11 – 32. “He was dead and now alive”.
*HE will confess our names before FATHER GOD and HIS angels.  
Read Matthew 10: 32 – 33 
Ephesians 5: 25 – 27 (NLT) 
For husbands, this means love your wives, just as CHRIST loved the Church. HE gave up HIS Life for her to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of GOD’s Word. 
HE did this to present her to HIMSELF as a Glorious Church without spot or wrinkle or 
any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault.
